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Abstract

This descriptive study aimed to identify the
continuing education needs among nurses working in three
teaching hospitals of China Medical University and to
determine continuing education needs among nurses working in
various clinical units and with different years of clinical
experience in nursing field. Study subjects were 264 nurses

selected by using proportional stratified random sampling
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technique. The instrument used for data collection was a
guestionnaire developed by the researcher which composed of
three parts: demographic data collection form, Nurse's CE
Needs Inventory, and open-ended guestions. The content
validity was assessed by the nursing specialists both at
Chiang Mai University and China Medical University. The
reliability was obtained by means of Cronbach's coefficient
alpha. The reliability ¢f the Nurse's CE Needs Inventory was
0.97. Descriptive statistics and content analysis were used
for data analysis. The results of this study from
questionnaire revealed that:

1. Nurses working in three teaching hospitals of China
Medical university paid more attention to the content areas of
general areas of nursing, nursing administratien, nursing
research, and new Xnowledge and skills in nursing, and
attached the least importance on the area of nursing
education. The top three topics perceived by nurses were
advanced cardiac life support, formulating a working nursing
care plan, and nursing research methodology.

2. The common CE topic needs most frequentlﬁ identified
by nurses working in different units were advanced cardiac
life support and nursing research methodology. Nurses working
in most units also had their specific CE topic needs which

were closely related to their clinical practice.
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3. The top ranked CE topic need perceived by nurses in
different units was advanced cardiac life support. The nurses
in all six groups of years of experience were interested in
the topic of nursing research. However, the young nurses with
less than one year of clinical experience in nursing field
focused their attention on the application of research
findings, and the nurses in other five groups of vears of
clinical experience in nursing field focused their attention
on the methodology of nursing research. In addition, the young
nurses with less than one year of clinical experience in
nursing field and the old nurses with more than 20 vears of
clinical experience in nursing field were not interested in
the topic of formulating a working nursing care plan.
Furthermorez the young nurses paid more attention to
cooperation with each otner and fundamental knowledge in
medicine.

The findings'serve as input for identification of CE
needs that can be used by nursing educators to plan CE
programs. These findings also éuggested that hospital
administrators and nurse educators should consider the most
important CE topics on advanced cardiac life support and

nursing research methodology when conducting CE program.



