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ABSTRACT

Sunpundan Wildlife Sanctuary is in the process of being officially designated.
The present focal point for ecotourism is a small marsh. The study area extends from
this marsh to cover Huai Nam Pong Village and temporary office of the sanctuary. A
mini EIA was done in the study arca to determine whether the arca is suitable for
ecotourism development or not. Complied data consists of the physical and biological
resources, as well as and human use and quality of life values of the area.

Birds should be a key resource for ecotourism there since 76 bird species were
easily found and identified within this small study area. There are about 510
individuals of four dominant bird species at the marsh. According to Lekagul and
Round (1991), there are no rare or endangered species. Seven mammals were
observed in the study area (excluding squirrels and rats). Fishing Cat, a threatened
specics, is a carnivore at the top of a food chain in the area. A large mammal the
Common Barking Deer, whose tracks and vocalization were commonly observed
around the marsh and hot spring. |

The area is suitable for ecotourism provided that the villagers agree on tourist
programs and regulations. The most sericus impact of ecotourisrn would be on the

bird and mammal communitics, but because groups of tourists currently visiting the



vi

arca are small, there is no serious impact now. There may be significant impact on
both the village and ecology if the number of tourists increases without proper
planning. To minimize impacts of ecotourism on natural resources and the
community, an ecotourism plan is recommended which includes zoning of the area,
development of facilities, tourism committee, activities and carrying capacity, and
some managesnent.

Most tourists that come to Mac Hong Son are also interested in the diverse
natural resources there. Bird watching should be promoted as a main activity in the
area, especially for Thai tourists. It should generate enough income for local people to
conserve natural resources there. Moreover, ecotourism could reduce the need for
more land for future generations at Huai Nam Pong Village. It offers the villagers a
way to use the resources in the Sunpundan Wildlife Sanctuary profitably and
sustainably.,
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