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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study, “Land Use in the Highland Areas of Lao PDR: A
Case Study of Huay Khang Village, Xieng Ngeun District, Luang-Prabang Province” are:
1) to investigate the changes of land wuse during the year 1982-1989 and 1989-1998
(before and after Land-Forest Allocation implementation) and 2) to study the impact of
the population growth and the Lao Land-Forest Allocation policies on the change of land
use systems. The methods used in this study include an analysis of land-use maps
generated from an interpretation of three sets of aerial photographs, a field mapping of
current village’s land use, and an interview of 36 heads of household by using
questionnaires.

. The result of the study indicated that 1) before the land-forest allocation
implementation in 1989, the land-use system was forest-fallow shifting cultivation; there
was an expansion of agricultural land into forest areas; after 1989 the land had been more
i.ntensively used, characterized by some permanent agriculture and shifting cultivation
being replaced by bush-fallow rotational system; 2) population pressure caused by in-

migration in this village in the 1980°s ted to forest clearing for agricultural land-use



vii

expansion, 3) the market oriented mechanism of the Lao government during the 1990°s
by introducing new cash crop varieties into this village also caused the need of more land
for agricultural purpose and inappropriate land management leading to the continuation of
forest degradation, and 4) policies and strategies of the government in land management
and allocation were not suitable for all situations by some reasons such as the newly
introduced sustainable agriculture was partially ‘successful because of lack of good
marketing system and the villagers were still using their own traditional techniques.

The land-use change is a complex process and is caused by various factors. The
population pressure is one of those. It is suggested that in order td better understand the
process of land-use change and be able to predict future change, further study should be
carried out by taking more variables into consideration such as the accessibility to the
resources, the villagers’ perception, etc. In addition, the procedure of Land-Forest
Allocation activities should be also focused on conservation and livelihood activities in
the village’s forest and agricultural zones based on assessment of problems, opportunities
and threats. Developing the capacity of villagers to manage and use their own resources

as defined in village agreements should be an important aim of the procedure.



