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Abstract

Japanese Official Development Assistance is one of the strategy of
international relations in which Thailand has become the major receiving country and
integrated this kind of assistance into her development plan

The evaluation of Japan’s Official Development Assistance (ODA) : A
Case study of Grant Assistance for Grass-Roots Projects (GGP) in Chiang Mai was
aimed at investigation of the types of assistance that Japan has given to Thailand, its
effectiveness, problems, and politics of assistance. Methodology of study and collecting
of data included documentary study and in-depth interview both organization and
- people who are involved in this study.

Most of grass-roots projects are small in pature but very important
because it indicated the allocation of financial distribution of the receiving countries,
existing of formal procedures, and participation of local people which will not find in
other official development assistance given by Japanese government. Because of
existing situation after 1989 Japan has become the major donor of official development
assistance in the world. Japan had introduced grant assistance for grass-root project in
order to compensate some mistakes found in the former assistance. Then non-
government organizations became the interest of this program of assistance. The grant
assistance for grass-root program will be mainly given to small scale projects on the
basis of humanity rather than other reasons. That is why Japanese government never
terminate this assistance program to any countries even those countries had political
conflict inside. Different from other assistance program, Japanese government had been
criticized internationally due to this double standard. However, Japanese government
found that this strategy has been diplomatically effective and could keep good relations
with Thailand.

In Thailand, grass-root projects have been appreciated and received well
supports. Therefore, Japan has good attitudes toward this assistance program. Japanese
government knows that if the grants are given in these projects there will be a less risk



of failure. However, it was found that most of the granted projects were highly
evaluated and consistent with the objectives of both receiving and giving countries.

It can be said that the grant assistance for grass-root program introduced
by Japan created positive relations between Japan and social groups in Thailand. But
the negative aspect of this program is on decentralization, which can be solved by
inviting more public participation. In overall, it can be concluded that it is Japan who
gets most benefit from this program by using it as a means of propaganda.
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