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Abstract

This thesis is a case study on local ecological knowledge in a Muong community
in Mai village, Hien Luong commune, Da Bac district, Hoa Binh province, Northern
Vietnam. This thesis uses term “local ecological knowledge” to indicate a system of
practical ‘resource management’ knowledge developed in and appropriate to a particular
locality or ecosystem. Local ecological knowledge reflects a complex, dynamic
relationship between local people and environment.

Local knowledge for a long time was presented by static characteristics that
opposite to scientific knowledge and was assumed as homogenous and lacking the will
to change. This thesis critiques these essential perceptions that try to make a dichotomy
between local and scientific knowledge and prevent the actual dynamic, fluid and
flexible potential of local knowledge to be achieved. Though investigating the situation
in which a Muong community synthesizes their practical experiences by combining both
local knowledge and scientific knowledge in agricultural practice and natural resources
management, this thesis aims to explore the dynamism of local ecological knowledge. I
consider the dynamism of local ecological knowledge in its the potential to modify,
penetrate, connect and coexist with various knowledge systems in a dialectical
relationship within social and natural conditions. This potential is the continuous
process of synthesis experiences of local farmers.

In order to understand the dynamism of local knowledge, I emphasize social and
natural environmental change in agrarian transformation as the decided factor of
changing process. Through this process, local ecological knowledge is shifted,
transformed, reinterpreted and reshaped so as constitute new systems of meaning.
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Through this process, scientific knowledge also intervenes or interpenetrates with local
knowledge and can be presented in new realities. Therefore this thesis also aims to
identify and analyze factors that affect change in local knowledge related to forms of
resource management at the household and community levels.

The dynamism of local ecological knowledge happens in the development
context as a way to express the adaptation of knowledge to deal with natural and social
environmental change. Change of local knowledge in response to agricultural
intensification to meet food demand is described as a continuous process of
transformation, which occurs historically. I view this as a constant process of breaks,
interruptions and reorganization, in which local ecological knowledge is reordered,
rearranged, and repositioned, so as to provide new forms of knowledge practices to
articulate new historical realities.

The historical development of Muong people in Mai village since the time of
village settlement until now is described to understand changing in ecological values,
social organization and natural resource management, which relate closely to changing
local ecological knowledge. The local ecological knowledge of Muong people is
presented both in perception and in practice. The way Muong people give meaning to
their ecological resources is analyzed through the Muong definitions of the concept land
and forest. This expiates the social and cultural aspects of Muong ecological knowledge.
The ecological concepts of Muong people also are presented in comparison to those of
scientific knowledge. The practical dimensions of local ecological knowledge are
analyzed through the way Muong peoples in Mai village manage their resources such as
land, crop, and forest. This thesis found out that local peoples do not completely
changed their life in the development process. They still keep their own customs and
their own habits in agricultural practice and resource management, They also do not
passively accept the impacts of outside force but they only apply it in the case that it is
suitable for their natural and social condition. This is evident from Muong community
in Mai village. Their local knowledge is not static but dynamic and flexible according to
the changing in natural and social conditions.



vii

% o . o, o ar = Y o Y e “a =)
ALTAEIIINUTUNUR WﬂQﬂ‘ﬂ’t‘]ﬂﬂuNﬁmmq'ﬂ'ﬂQQUIﬂquumﬁ".WIEJT NTEU

Ansngnadlaslunauwmilatesssmaduauny

o o =i =l
Tadidau waideu 1 @
AadAgnsNmILMNTIAN A197390 neWRILIae iy
AmENsTNNNTRALINaIiwus ANARsIaNTd A7, 1A AuRaNts  Usesiunssunng

at L

814981 A7, BT AUauTRg  ngTNNIT

grRNeENg N Budunz A3 nIsun"g

UNARAED

14 ]

FneniwusaiuiliunsdAnmacaiiodinefiadu uguruies wy

o 2 <l = @ o o [ A = -l =
thuldfianday @ee 8une an 1a danda o Iu lunAmilesenlsawa@aaian 9nen

o ry o ) b = A' ‘d 5 o< a
InufllalArdn  “mnuffudinefieddn  Wedliiiuszuuanuffenisdanis

o . = mn‘ =& ar 5 a e =
nivenns  lunnAUfUTRNLansien T RRINILATAMMIMENZE NI AR UALITEILUNA

e ey 9 a gv [ L3 3 s 8 ar [
anufllndinenfiesduiidelfastaufornnduden  uasnadnaasszuuanduiusses

guruviaaduiuduanday

pitlygntestugninavadugaruinssiudiuamiinemans
2 - vl o a P - . - a -
sazflupuiiugatis lifinnsuBeuulsalan IneniinusildfnndaomAamandl e
flupauAngnsedinuseninanfitiygfastiuiusnufinenmanilasuetimmads s
o - o a e o ¥ '
nanHgunasnantas)iityqtediu wnsdimausdidefigumuileaiu wudalinagld
Aunannanuszudnagfitfynfestuuazanuiinedanfiddoniluntsinems
L [ - L = <1 rhlﬂ v
wenedananineansassug  Ineninudifigalsrasdndie Aminadneenny
E77Y Y 9, A‘ a’l’!}d = ] ar -ﬂ.(l 9r . =
HoMneedy  snendneiifideufiasandy wadrilldudana naunfuuas
[ - ; 2 o =l - *v ol - [y v
ganARay fuAadgaaus Ivanuate Alududeanuazilassuens Wainaentg

- ) d”v L4 ) d{ ol 8/ a:
UIIAIMMNLTUENAIATTNDERD Wasluanresnaunednu



o P " o a 3 - 4 = v 2 X
fatie  deanudlalunadraaafiiygadiedtiy  fdeuldduing

; - ' o da
wWasuulamedeanuazssmnafuanden  Taflunasiannisulaeulsessuuimui
fladaudn  lunszuaunnsifaunlastl  AnudtieAineviestuldfunanseny  waeu

, o
ey gieam wadlfmanumnalul  Anafinendanfifludounileiunsnuaadng
al ] = 9/. ﬂ:l ar :: d”d g o« o-.‘t' 3 @
sruunisBiaununeludvesnitiygnfeddiu  dalunisfniEeldimmeiuasg i
= [ ] (] .:’;’.J d' [ = % al a’ at

fetfadesinaqumanindenanislaeuuladlussdugiitiygviesdulunisdanimineins

¥
MluszAuATaUATILAZTNT

wadnzasnnuiinmngfestuiifsaulutfimniimun Wwelfuany
4 . - : A o o
HenTeafunmanfoumlanndianarBanadaussmed  maddsualsiidynn
- T [ - . v A £ 4
Yesfutlasfeueninineasuuududy WensuauassaamFanizamiunnay
a:v' d a d’! 1 dj g ol L ' = 9 - !l!.‘/
Wunsruounmlaeunlasifntiudadies lleufiarsandiauiialildannuiisasd

o

L] 5 [ i | 5 a4y -3
1p uazthuranrat aiulnl Wiasaiideulamimialszifmanfuasiiaqiv

L3
o

& ]
mutlreiRdanfnisimnaasrudles lumgiwld dasnnsdetivgu
] L4 o 1 A 1

gaamyfiwaudatiaqiiu Wuasdlidiutearndnlasenisulaeuwlasnnraassein
] L3 s o - d:é ﬂ‘ d: o d'
for aeAnmmedeAN uazneaaNIineINsassHINg Junaaiiadlaensaiunisnlae
wlaspnuflurinatfiadiy  awdleuiulfuanseenlitiutearudnlanugilinsinen
FeatuiansnuanuRauaznsfii - AERAuleslrumiasieninenailindinen
’.” - o L] a = 1 A‘l ] g ar
Aessildannnsiiddninanuuazunfssenfuuazh  Feiideazdudiannay
fmusrsnrasnnuFiiningnaasaudiawusmagfon  wwidativainanresmuiiedldld

] [ - 2 - 3 ’:, o g - 4
yuuswFaudauiuieAsanaFineamgaidian  uanaamii wamneiRanag
fndinafesduanunsadiameiidainitauidaslunytiwly sensdanisminennsaes
wanuee | A Aoms wazih  asAnmfidunudnitiineesstiwlussuunaln

[ ar | = [} S o - o [ =) ol
e deldfinnanffeuulasadnaBud wonndiasinn fnndsemdluazdinag
1
HARINEATNITNLAEANITANIENINEINTIRININIIIBgiAY  wazuanatmiy Awladl
b4 ol o = e ] o ac| 1 :’; 4 L
Wilunquiignassinannavninamenen  wiwananUfdinsmadiuiemn iz
1 v L4

aufiusssutATiaefiuuasfiantamaniaesiian  RamualiRananisAnmainguauiio
vty . pRtTuyaviestiusammananliveniie  winaalfiduonedn  uaznisnan

4 . e yed
nauRaaanARaINURIAN LA TN ANIURE LA



