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ABSTRACT

A study of the vascular ground flora was done at Mai Muang Nao Arboretum
in Hod District, Chiang Mai Province. The area includes 0.8 km?® of deciduous
dipterocarp-oak with some pine forest on granite bedrock at 950-1,125 meters
elevation and is adjacent to Mae Toh National Park. The study site is dominated by
Dipterocarpus obtusifolius Teijsm. ex Miq. var. obtusifolius (Dipterocarpaceae) and
many species of Fagaceae. Fieldwork was done twice a month from March 2001 to
February 2002. This included collecting specimens of vascular ground flora up to c.
1.5 meter tall, as well as recording plant phenology, habitats, and abundance for each
species. There are three main habitats, viz. 1) open, fire-damaged, degraded areas, 2)
open bog/marsh areas, and 3) shaded areas with bamboo thickets along the seasonal
stream. There are 59 families, 180 genera, and 262 species of vascular plants. The
number of families of monocotyledons, dicotyledons, and pteridophytes, are 12, 37,
and 10, respectively. The most common family is Compositae with 20 genera 30

species, then Leguminosae, Papilionoideae with 10 genera 29 species, including 10



Vi

species of Crotalaria — the most common genus there. Gramineae (grasses) is the most
abundant family and is found throughout the area. Sixty five percent of the ground flora
species are deciduous herbs and 25.3 % are annual. The peak flowering period is in
October with 94 species.

‘Orchidaceae has 21 species, but most have medinm and rare abundances and:
some species have only a few individuals. This area is clearly in need of protection .
and it would be an excellent site to promote nature education as well as develop a

nursery for forest restoration.
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