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ABSTRACT

During the last several decades, the ethnic highlanders of Northern Thailand have
been tackling the issue of agricultural transformation in the sense that they have had to
continuously search for the optimum trade-off point for each betrween the modern
competitive market-economy agriculture and traditional local self-efficiency agriculture.
With this context, this study focuses on (1) the impact of regional development projects
and (2) the highlander choice within their limited available means. For the purpose of
this study, two Pwo Karen villages in Mae Sariang district of Mae Hong Son Province
were selected as the research site. The characteristics of the highland villagers’
adaptation in agricultural transformation is examined as a complex and a continuous
process.  Special attention is paid to the internal dynamism of community development,
and to the effect of the external factor of development applied to their agricultural
production system.,

In the Pwo Karen community in this study, rice scarcity has been a chronic
problem primarily due to the shortened fallow period and secondarily to the increasing
soil erosion. In order to cope with these issues, the highlanders have introduced modern
technological methods to change their mode of agriculture from the traditional rotational
fallow-swidden system to that mixed with irrigated terrace farming as well as with
cabbage cultivation. The local cabbage market at Mae Ho (a small town on the
outskirts of Mae Sariang city), which has generated a large number of local middlemen
and investors from both the lowlands and highlands of the Mae Sariang region, has
performed a significantly influential role in spreading cabbage cultivation among
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highland swiddeners. Growing cabbages requires an abundant supply of water, the use
of chemical fertilizers and pesticides, intensive labour, and the appropriate transportation
for shipping the harvest to the market. There also exist serious constraints against
highland farmers in this cash-cropping because of the fluctuation of the cabbage market
price. At the same time, the more popular cabbage cultivation becomes among the
villagers in their swidden, the more intensively their limited arable lands are used,
resulting in a reduction of soil quality. Furthermore, new conflicts are recently
emerging surrounding the allocation pf natural resources among the Pwo Karen villages.
In light of this, cabbage cultivation in my research site seems to be a rather dangerous
trap which causes severe loss to the individual village farmer as well as to the natural
environment of the whole community, rather than acting as a sustainable instrument for
sound agricultural improvement. However, it is inevitable for them to adopt this trend
under the constrained choices available for them.

Within such limited choices of the villagers in the Pwo Karen community, their
adaptive manners and motivations to embark on cabbage cultivation are varied between
the classes of the rich and poor, and also among the different social statuses inside each
class. In this situation, the Village Fund 2002 can be considered as a significant
incentive for the poor farmers, who have not regularly been engaged in cash cropping in
their swidden, to grow cabbage by themselves. Unfortunately, generally speaking, what
the policy has so far provided has not yet been successfully demonstrated in the research
site. Outside initiatives may simply contribute to the narrowing of options, weakening
of adaptation processes and internal stratification of local society unless suitably
operated.

For this background, several relevant and important questions come out for the
investigation of the practical implication of the community’s sustainable development for
the Pwo Karen people in the research site. One of them is the question of how the
national policies and external agents associated with community development can
effectively mobilize the potential ability and available resources that the highlanders
possess by introducing a wise mechanism fo enhance the steady growth of the highland
farmers. Between the arguments on development by the modernization theories and the
discourse theories in the past decades, this study outlines 2 new insight into how the
above-mentioned external agents can empower the marginalized people to handle their
own steady development. This case study concludes that it is essential that the
highlanders should be offered more choices to adopt as well as chances to enhance the
ability of decision-making, which can be strengthened by institutional support for the
sake of sustainable development for themselves.




il
i

A A P o e

Viil

1

A A e = g a o o 4 o
yosaimeniwus  maffsuulasiumanuasuasnisdadulovesnguanuuigs:

1 o' ar
nsaifngurunsmim U uneaz SuanBvandevenlszme

e
o
g W Igu Ine g
fagan falenamsumiuda  (MIWeuIsgedtu)
A =) = d . -
AanznIsuMsIUSauineniinus J
4 a ey .4
ManI13d aTer dunaulid  dsesiunssums -
o [ at as 3
9191358 AT. 95U Tmag nITUM3
o da a oy /."/_F/:/
919138NONY BUNUAHS MEEEULRL:
UnfinLe

FrMmenaIseiiu agurwuuigaluaamidoveslseme Ineiinslfoy
wladlumannasediedediasTaamniz lunisdunigaiaugasznhamsiunyasd
¥ 3
wsygnemsaaanisdugdunulviuasmstunyasweifouuuaady vunmsfnyiil
1 3/ A o 9 a v a P
yanuses (1) wansznuvetlasamswannluiesdin uaz ) msdadulevesruuuigs
0 o - o oW clyu ¥ H 1 A i Id ]
melddedrdamene IdATu 1Y IR andfeiivimsdnituiingthunswt sa T Saowmsln
sunewiazifos S dauidesou IR muInszuINMTUSUfvesruLuTigedons
wisunlasmanyaaiiulededudeunazdsitosTavjutiulifimsmdeuivanolums
Wanngusuiazsaniznunniltenouenluntsedvayuduaumsnannssuumsnia
NAUNYAT
=2 a o T 9 i g o & &
mstpgusurzmIes i) ine msnaunaudruliuilgwiSesuilessin nile &
. L 1 ¥
¥NITeIMMNINNAUTU wazaes TnsdamnzAwmuanniy gadszasd lumsdnu
o + P o st v 4 = ' e
Usziumariiae sununguiwma Tuladuldiendouszuunuasninszuy lnyudiou
= = u’: as e o !
suveukuuszumnyasHausuuduin leiimsiseuuradsznmanldiw sudenns
' & o [t - o a q Pl

wzlgnnzuanld dremglinnranzwdlifuime oleudn q fogsouuondunaiiies
1 = n:{qo Ty ot 9 a u’: a d? U a A
WAz ed) M uemaunatuaztinauesduneiidlusuiudwwassuoufigany

9 é} =i 1 Qr . ;; = r:i
ﬂmaumﬂ‘uu'lé’ﬁ,‘i’hmuu‘wm‘mﬂ'e‘Jmﬁﬂs:%wﬂ’mmmiﬂqﬂﬂxwmﬂawwuuu‘nqa uagly




-EL
i

Ey
-

1x

o' - 3 g o ar i [} cy [} ]
msdgnnzyan/iiu Sulludeserdotonluinie wu dhildifivewe mslfijunduazoai
" ¥
A us M vudRaanatmnzan hdmaa wennmiu fawudedfaddgsde
- a = N - & o 1
msdgniversygisvesruyuiguiuie dedriafesnisvuasvossinnenaaly

3 = v a P = M &4 .3 [ P
nonaa luvazifoaiu BunuasnsuufigadengnazndnlBunntiunils Aaufimuneay

Fd
1w A

. ¥ ' ]
fumamizgnigeeadesaswriniuilemnnquamauantosas uasdeldniniudedido

14
=

o 3 1 o s ar = [ - 7 =
audalmiludsziduvesnisiaassninonssssuanalunythunemso lUifadu nams

X qy 2 o 1 - c' = o Ty o o ] =
Wellnaadlituhmsmnzilganzrilfieilududnfiduasofvziungains gads

o

o o 1 o A a, u’/'
sadnualvounsnsninyiiumion q fudanadensssuyAvosquruianug milgn

5 - 1q 1 X id o a s ' ] 1 ' g
arnddlilsmToadiandedudmumsRanininnuasusudiios uaodia s oty

]
P =t 9

) n’: d 15/ ar =, dy o A 3 2 o
wuasnsmatiun vil WAz dosfueuunanuiaiinlfidesdenaudeniinonmiiy
1= Vel o ) o
don 1dismauda
¥ o o Aoy e ar 9 P o o ] @ W
awimuaudeniivesd vl lugnrunziviod 1 Mldismsdfuda
. ¥
wazussgshlumsduiiumsmzdlganzudnliniivaranats msudwensznieruiv
y
AUSBVUATAUIY UazANNEANAEAUan U wndnumeluudazyurudndae Tu
d’ i 3 { 1 4 dr ° = ¥ !
anumsairuil imuasnsgiuznnsufideunitufivhmsmzgafinesuafe 145ums e

T = 3 o 1 3 4
maovnasenunitndl 2545 Iwanmansadgnnzndadlddisdaes udinaeidiod

Q

tf ' o o { 4 oo = o] 1 iy
ulovei hidszauanuduie luvafuidh 3touarfinnudiull 1dhnesuiiorndumg

Tinwasnsguzansuasnnmndiunild

v
[ = R

[l td 1.
mﬂﬂ’nmﬂunmnanmﬁ “rTﬂ'ltlﬁ'lﬂ“lll‘mﬂU’J%’ﬂﬂllﬁ&ﬁﬂ??ﬂﬁ'\ﬂmlﬂﬂﬂluil'lﬂﬂ'l‘iﬂ‘i')‘l]

o

]
=

1 » 1
aauaumg lastisluuinisWangueuednidudmiurnems el Tluwaiud

.2 4 o 3 3 & o A Qs o o a4 9
AN ‘ﬂuQiﬂﬂ1ﬂ‘lﬂ1“ﬂﬁ1ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ1ﬂ1ﬂ1’l?1 uIUUTU?SﬂUﬂﬁzlﬂﬁtlﬁxﬂﬁﬂﬂiﬂ’lﬂuﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂ?‘uﬂﬂ

o a

numsiannguruiehiiifadaonnifdsziniamuosiiniwowns i uruuuigala
o & A Aey A 1 = e 9/ al = S J Y 1
msuuziuniosifeNanw T uaTunyans vungaldianunsymvuniuldedials
' ¥ oy A& w ¥ - o w = o
szrinms laudaFosmsdannTasldnguinruiuadouazngeimnssylunassed
1 u’: = oo ::'sv 1 P o o ¥ ¥
HIUINUY Ouitsiwesunguuesnilasmwz luisesesasinsmoueniisey 1Bdhadu
] ¥
wannsaliswnaureroulunsianisdiodueedeingldedisls nrsdnuaiile
- A o _ ar (] = =) = 9 o -~ P - é‘ o
YoaUndddgyednifioruuuigens lafumadenfivarnvaesadulumsiiunas
4 4 4 v = 4 o gy d -y o,
Wasuerruanuannsalunsdaduleiideaunsadlduiiuns v 1d Taomsmiuemyy

= ar & ¥ g ar ' o oA A o
L‘INﬁﬂ’I‘U‘HL‘Wﬂi‘ﬂLﬂﬂL'lluﬂ']'i‘Wf‘Mu‘lﬂﬂ‘NUQU‘HLWﬂG}')W?ﬂL“U'ILEN




