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Abstract

This research is an investigation into livelihood of poor urban women in a
slum community along Lo Gom canal in District 6 of Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam.
Within the various slum communities with different complexity within Ho Chi Minh
City, the largest city of the whole nation, this study is a case study about the poor
urban women and their involvement in the state’s project as a challenge to their
invisibility.

Therefore, the research aims to identify how the notion of “poverty” has been
constructed in Vietnam from diverse social actors. It also-has the objective to
investigate the impacts from the intervention of the government’s Urban Upgrading
and Relocation Project on the poverty situation in Ho Chi Minh City. In addition, the
understanding of how government, academics, and non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) have organized and arranged the project, and who are involved in the project
is a challenge to the question of the poor’s exclusion, especially poor women. In
relation to the new keyword of “sustainable development”, the urban environmental
poliéy should be a consequence in terms of women’s economic development and
sustainability. Hence, gender study is another consideration in this thesis. The
investigation of gender relations and women’s networks in slum community help to
understand the poor women’s role in family as well as the cultural domination from a
patriarchal system.

Slum communities in Ho Chi Minh City have been settled abreast with the
history of the city as a colony. Over 300 vicissitude years of historical change since its
first discovery and reclamation, the urban development of the city has been greatly
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influenced by its colonial role as “forced urbanization” serving for the political and
economic interest and exploitation of French, and then a “false luxurious city” for the
political purpose of America. Poverty and slum communities can not exist in isolation
but rather as a consequence of hyper-speed urbanization both in the past and present,
the development process of globalization, and market economy. Thus, the study
identifted that the construction of the notion of “poverty” has changed through
historical times. It is the domination of Western ideology in defining and identifying
the poor on the basis of a poverty line and estimation of different actors as well. Since
then, poverty was viewed as the primary cause of the pollution to the environment in
the urban areas. '

As a result of the government’s assumption, slum communities along the canal
have been objected to being upgraded and relocated to have a good view for the city.
However, the Urban Upgrading and Relocation Project tends to focus more on the
effects rather than the structural cause of problems. Regarding the social networks and
labor relationship in slum, it was found that the daily practice in production for
economic generation of the poor in silum communities has a close interrelationship
with the economic sector of the city. From the qualitative and quantitative analysis, it
was understood that the poor’s constant unemployment is because of their lack of -

access to jobs. The informal sector has a very important role in income earning,
especially for poor women. However, if entering the informal economy in the urban
sector the women may face an unstable job market, insecurity in wage, access, legal
status, etc.

In the slum community, the poor women play a very active role in domestic
and economic work. The combination and interrelation of those two kinds of jobs of
women I the findings reveal that poor urban women are very active. They participate
in the Savings and Credit Project with the hope to improve their household status for a
better life. Yet, who gains benefit and who are excluded from the project is still in

question.

Hence, this study suggested that the government should pay more attention to
the local poor’s network, equally provide the service and opportunity for jobs. In
launching the project which seems to break down the slum community, the local
authority should be carefil in their implementation and reduce the least interventionist
{ policies for the removal of the poor’s housing. Moreover, the compensation and new

settlement are also concerned in this study.
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