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ABSTRACT

This study attempted to analyze how rural landless farmers in Northern
Thailand organized a social movement and legitimized their claims of rights over land.
Particularly considered was social movement as a learning process. Examining how
landless farmers formed their discourse and contested rights over land, the study
adopted and ethnographic approach and collected farmers’ stories. It also utilized
the method of access analysis in order to show the existence of power relations
between the dominant groups and the subordinate local farmers concerning.access to
land.

In the past few decades, especially through the Land Titling Project
beginning in 1985, the commercialization and privatization of communal land was
increasingly promoted in Northern Thailand, and resulted in local farmers’ loss of
land to outside non-farmers, who bought land for the purpose of speculation. In
order to explore the complexity and criticize history involved in controlling and
managing land in rural Lamphun Province, the study clarified the difference between
the state and local ideas of property rights and existence of unequal power relations,
both of which were fundamental causes of farmers’ access to land, by focusing on
how farmers claimed their rights against the dominant groups. Then, as another
motivation for (re)claiming land by landless farmers, the instability of farmers’
livelihoods were shown from five dimensions: the spread of longan plantations, low
and unstable wage labor, heavy debt, accelerated population pressure by land
speculation boom, and failure of Land Reform by the government.  Finally, the study
looked in detail at the leaming process of the landless farmers’ social movement, from



everyday resistance, organization at village level, to networking and interacting with
outsiders, in addition to the associated conflict and the troubles inside the community.
The primary emphasis was on the complexity and diversity of social movement by
today’s rural farmers, who had been exposed enough to the tide of modernization and
development. They were neither static nor primitive but kept learning and changing.

The study concludes with the author’s interpretation that although social
movement by modernized farmers is not something to be romanticized, yet the
farmers already know that their lack of access to land and hard livelihoods stemmed
from negative aspects of development and market-oriented economy. The farmers
engaged in social movement, formed their own discourse, an and negotiated with the
dominant groups so that their struggles would be solved. Hence there is a certain
truth in their discourse by social movement, and this truth can suggest a solution to
current resource conflicts, as well as a better and sustainable development for the

future.
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