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ABSTRACT

During recent decades, in order to implement comprehensive development
strategies of the country, the Vietnamese government has placed high priority on
developing the mountainous regions where fifty ethnic minority groups are living.
This has been done through some programs and projects aimed to eliminate hunger
and reduce poverty for these ethnic groups, simultaneously aiming to protect the

environment and ensure national security.

Sedentarization program was officially launched following the Government
Resolution N0.38/CP of 12 March 1968 and is considered one of the most important
development approaches for the Vietnamese government in its efforts to combat
hunger and poverty in the mountainous regions. The main aim of the program is to
settle these ethnic groups practicing shifting cultivation and to assist them to live a
sedentary life and fixed farming. It is strongly believed that such an ambitious scheme
would help non-sedentary people to improve their living conditions and create a good

environment for sustainable development in the mountainous regions and the country.

During a long implementation time the Sedentarization program has brought
some development opportunities for ethnic groups, such as creating favorable
conditions for accessing new cultivation technology and modes, social services as
well as new ways of life. However, this has caused some problems that these people
have to incur, for instance, they have gradually lost their rights of access to natural
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resource, their traditional practices are not freely implemented, traditional culture,
customs and beliefs have slowly been reduced, and they have become more dependent

on the state. So, how do the local people react to such problems?

Depending on specific circumstances, different ethnic groups have different
responses to the Sedentarization program. With the Cotu people of Giong village,
after being displaced from their traditional villages to settle in new locations, they
faced many problems. However, in order to survive as a result of these significant
changes to physical, socio-economic and political conditions, and to integrate with the
outside world, they have attempted to reconstruct their “new home” that not only
includes the characteristics of modern lifestyle but also retains traditional cultural
characters of their ethnic culture. In the process of reconstructing the “new home”, the
local people have tried to connect new issues related to building houses, practicing
livelihood, cultural and social activities of the modern lifestyle, and real experiences
or local knowledge as well as traditional custom, to ensure food security and build a
more stable and healthy way of living, but still keeping specific characteristics of their
ethnic group. At the same time, they have attempted to express their capacity and
strength over control of their physical and social landscape through negotiating with

the state authorities. These issues have been explored in this study.

This study is an attempt to examine adaptive responses of the Cotu people to
the Sedentarization program in the context of Giong village of Huong Nguyen
commune, A Luoi district, Thua Thien Hue province, Vietnam. At the same time, it is
hoped that the findings can help state authorities adjust or rectify shortcomings
created from the Sedentarization program in order to create sustainable development

of the Cotu community particularly and of other ethnic communities in general.
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