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Appendix  A 

Nopporn’s Flouting Conversational Maxims of Grice

Causing Tragic Love Relationship 

Data 4 

Kirati  : “Your aims are very praiseworthy,” “There are two major things 

that merit your attention in Thailand and they are work and marriage. 

What plans have you made?” 

: “ ” “

?”

Nopporn  :  “I intend to specialize in banking because, as far as I know, there 

are still very few people in Thailand who are interested in this 

subject. So that’s where my future profession probably lies. As far as 

marriage is concerned, I have absolutely no plans. I think it’s too 

serious a matter to get involved in at the moment.” (Chapter 5, 

Behind the Painting)

: “

”
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Data 5 

Nopporn  : “I’d like to know what your reason was for deciding to marry Chao 

Khun.”

: “

”

Kirati  : “You seem very interested in the business of marriage. Is it 

something you’re getting yourself ready for?” 

: “

?”

Nopporn  : “No, no” “I certainly wasn’t thinking about getting ready for my 

own marriage. I’m not even interested in the business of marriage in 

general. It’s just you I’m interested in.” (Chapter 9, Behind the 

Painting)

: “ ”  “

”
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Appendix B 

Kirati’s Flouting Conversational Maxims of Grice  

Causing Tragic Love Relationship 

Data 1

Nopporn :   “Please tell me what else it is that I don’t understand.” 

: “ ”

Kirati : “You don’t understand anything. Not a single thing. You don’t even 

understand yourself.” (Chapter 19, Behind the Painting)

:  “

”

Data 2 

Nopporn : “If there were mutual love before marriage, it would be even better. 

However, I think that love is too complicated and too painful” 

 : “
”

Kirati  : “What’s made you see love in that light?” 

: “ ?”

Nopporn : “Because once I loved someone. I didn’t think I’d ever talk about 

this with you again.” “It makes me feel ashamed and despise myself.” 
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: “

”

Kirati : “People have different ideas about love, but I agree with you that 

love crunches and tortures our hearts, sometimes more than we can 

stand. You did the right thing, like everyone else who is able to 

escape from the torture and forget the past. But some fools may be 

incapable of doing as you did. Let me congratulate you once again.” 

(Chapter 18, Behind the Painting)

: “

”

Data 3

Nopporn :  “I’m right here in front of you, now, and I’ll stay as long as you 

want me.”  

: “

”

Kirati : “That’s impossible, Nopporn because you’re not mine.”  

:  “ ”

Nopporn :   “I don’t understand what you mean.” 

: “ ”



94

Kirati : “That’s right. You wouldn’t’ understand, because you’ve never, 

ever understood, right from the first day we met.” (Chapter 19, 

Behind the Painting)

:  “

”

Data 6

Nopporn : “Are my feelings reciprocated?” 

: “ ?”

Kirati : “My dear boy, I forgive you. We’ll both forget what happened 

today. You must go back to being the old Nopporn and be cheerful 

and happy from now on. Now let’s hurry up and get everything ready 

to go back. Chao Khun will be concerned if we’re very late back.” 

(Chapter 10, Behind the Painting)

: “

”

Data 7 

Kirati : “If I’d done something to displease you at the outset, things 

wouldn’t be this way.” 

: “

”

Nopporn : “But I’m perfectly happy with my position at the moment. No 

matter how much pain love may cause us, it is a wonderful blessing 

in life, as you yourself said. I’m not wrong, am I, in thinking that you 

love me in the same way I love you, with all my heart and soul?”  
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: “

”

Kirati : “Believe me, please, Nopporn, you must try to control your 

feelings.” (Chapter 12, Behind the Painting)

: “ ”

Data 8 

Nopporn : “Do you love me?” 

: “ ?”

Kirati : “Hurry along now, Nopporn, she said, and then covered her face 

with her hand for a moment. Hurry. I can’t stand it.” (Chapter 12, 

Behind the Painting)

: “ ”

Data 9 

Nopporn : “Do you love me?” 

: “ ?”

Kirati : “I’m your closest friend.” (Chapter 12, Behind the Painting)

: “ ”
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Data 12 

Kirati : “We should never have met,” “Our beginning was so wonderful. 

But in the end beginning turns out to be a torture.” 

: “

”

Nopporn : “Is it torture for you, too?” 

: “ ?”

Kirati : “It’s the sorrow I feel for you, sorrow because you have been too 

honest with me.” (Chapter 12, Behind the Painting)

: “

”
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Appendix C 

Illocutionary Forces and Perlocutionary Act in Chapter 14

Causing a Tragic Love Relationship in Examples 

Data 10

        I’ve been home for five days now and have received your two letters. Although 

you wrote on different days, they both arrived together. In fact, I should have written 

to you without waiting to see if there was a letter from you because I needed to write 

to you straightaway to thank you for your most valuable assistance and the kindness 

you showed me throughout my stay in Tokyo. The one thing I won’t thank you for, 

is for taking too much interest in me. 

5

…

Data 11 

        …On the journey home, I didn’t feel particularly excited. I didn’t eagerly count 

off the hours and days, as many do when they’ve been away from their homeland. 

Perhaps it was because I’d only been away a few months. Another thing was, there 

was no one in Bangkok whom I thought of every hour of every day. I missed my 

father and sisters, but not that much---just ordinarily. But in leaving you, I have to 

admit that my mind was hardly at peace. I knew my departure would leave you 

alone and upset for many days. The feelings you describe in your letters were 

scarcely more than I feared. All I hope is that you can keep them under control. 

Your intense feelings for me will gradually disappear in due course and eventually, I 

will cease to occupy a significant place in your life. Then happiness and innocence 
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will return once more to your heart without the fetters of being a young man.  I’m 

waiting and praying for that day… 

        ...

…

Data 12 

        ...You must keep your feeling firmly under control. You have the strength to do 

so if you try. It would be so tragic for you to be infatuated with such an unfortunate 

woman, long since abandoned with such an unfortunate women, and even now, not 

in a position to fulfill anyone’s dreams. Even though people would forgive you for 

your infatuation with the woman, you have to admit that this obsession is really 

meaningless. What point is there in being so obsessed with me then when your 

desire has no chance of being realized? Is it the ocean that keeps me from you? 

Surely you know it’s because I have Chao Khun that we are parted and live in 

separate worlds. There’s no way we can come together, you know full well, don’t 

you?... 

        …
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Data 13 

         Nopporn, why do you still dream of me? I can’t help you. There’s no one is 

this world who can help you. Life runs its course, that’s true, but the gods have 

already paved it out in advance. I neither ask you, nor forbid you to think of me. But 

I do ask that you think of me. But I do ask that you think of me calmly, like a close 

friend, or an old sister. What I don’t want, is for you to become too emotionally 

worked up. Pleases don’t think of me with the desire to seize my body and soul as 

your treasures. You already know that is impossible.  

?

Data 14 

        Please return to where you were, my dear young friend, to your books and 

dreams of a married life of honor and prosperity. You have a brighter, more 

wonderful future than that woman who merely crossed the path of your life for a 

brief while. Please let me hope that my warning might have some effect. 
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Data 15

I ask you to work hard at your studies. That is your only goal now. I, for one, 

shall always be interested in your success. My pleasure at wishing you a future full 

of great honor and prosperity, will be second to none, of I live that long. I wait 

eagerly for the day when there will be news that your feelings have returned to 

normal. I hope that such a time will come very soon, and from that day, I shall be 

happy and contented. 

…
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