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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to examine the attitudes of Muslim Thais
in Mueang Chiang Mai district, and explore their ideas about solutions towards the
problems in the southern border provinces. The subjects included 270 Muslim Thais
and 3 Muslim community leaders who lived in Mueang District, Chiang Mai. The
data were collected using questionnaires and informal interviews. Descriptive
statistics were used to analyze the data.

The results of the study were concluded as follows:

1. Most of the respondents viewed that the causes of the problems in the
southern border provinces were 1) The government officials’ and authorities’ actions
of prejudice, injustice and discrimination against Muslim Thais in the southern border
provinces, 2) Deficiency in understanding of the Muslim culture and way of life
among authorities in the southern border provinces, 3) Poor law enforcement and
crime suppression, drug trafficking, corruption and cronyism by the government
officials and authorities, 4) Abandonment and insincerity of the government in
resolving the problems of unrest 5) Poverty and unemployment and 6) Indifference of

the government in encouraging education in the region.
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2. The plurality of the respondents ranked the causes of the problems with
corruption and cronyism being first, education and lack of educational opportunity
second, and drug trafficking third.

3. Most of the respondents viewed that the government should make more
efforts by using effective measures and stop using force, in order to stop and resolve
the problem of violence.

4. Most of the respondents agreed that the government should try to establish
reconciliation and peaceful policies, and encourage and motivate residents in the
region to participate in solving the problem. Furthermore, the government should pay
attention to eradicating drug trafficking, increasing the budget to develop the
economy and reducing unemployment, as well as setting up occupational training
courses for youths, and establishing a combined secular and religious school
curriculum.

The findings of this study support peaceful approaches, encouraging and
maintaining the local residents to participate in solving the problem, as well as
selecting personnel carefully in order to find appropriate government officials and

authorities to work in the region.



