
DISRUPTED LIVELIHOODS OF ETHNIC MINORITIES 
IN THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS, VIETNAM 

LE QUANG TRUNG 

MASTER OF ARTS 
IN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

THE GRADUATE SCHOOL
CHIANG MAI UNIVERSITY 

DECEMBER 2007 



DISRUPTED LIVELIHOODS OF ETHNIC MINORITIES 
IN THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS, VIETNAM 

LE QUANG TRUNG 

A THESIS SUBMITTED TO THE GRADUATE SCHOOL IN 
PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS 

FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS 
IN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

THE GRADUATE SCHOOL
CHIANG MAI UNIVERSITY 

DECEMBER 2007 



DISRUPTED LIVELIHOODS OF ETHNIC MINORITIES 
IN THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS, VIETNAM 

LE QUANG TRUNG 

THIS THESIS HAS BEEN APPROVED TO BE A PARTIAL
FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR

THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS
IN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

EXAMINING COMMITTEE 

........................... .MEMBER.............................
Mr. Suriya Smutkupt 

29 November 2007 

Copyright by Chiang Mai University 



iii

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

In considering my debt, my deepest thanks go to Bahnar villagers in Buon 

Luoi of So Pai Commune (K’Bang District, Gia Lai Province), whose lives I intruded 

without their invitation. Their lives and stories provided me not only knowledge, but 

also the new way I look at the world. Their kindness, generosity and tolerance to 

hours for my interviews and repeated conversations on complicated issues have 

helped me to make this thesis. 

During my field trips in the Central Highlands, many people helped in 

individual ways. It would be impossible to list them all here, but I would like in 

particular to express my deepest gratitude to Bui Trong Thuy and his family for their 

hospitality and supports. I will never forget about the cares of Thuy’s father, Mr. Bui 

Trong Truan, when I came out from forests with malaria. 

I express my greatest thankfulness to Dr. Chayan Vaddhanaphuti, my 

academic advisor and chairperson of my thesis examination committee, for his critical 

suggestions and comments, for his long hours reading my writings that helped me to 

finalize this study. I would also like to express my special thanks to Professor Dr. 

Anan Ganjanapan for his interesting and useful lectures of theories and concepts in 

sustainable development, economics of anthropology and sociology, land tenure 

system and community control of resources, which have opened to me a new horizon 

of intellect that has brightened my worldview, and for his comments in guiding me to 

develop and complete this thesis. I am grateful to Ajran Suriya Smutkupt, who has 

spent hours for reading and commenting on chapters. 

Great respect and appreciation go to other lecturers and staffs of Regional 

Center for Social Sciences and Sustainable Development (RCSD) at Chiang Mai 

University (CMU). To Associate Professor Dr. Chusak Wittayapak, Professor Dr. Yos 

Santasombat and Dr. Pinkeaw Laungaramsri, who have shared and provided creative 

instructions for my ideas. To other staffs at RCSD, who have provided great supports 

during my study. To say more would be little. 



iv

I wish to thank the staff of Library of Faculty of Social Sciences and Main 

Library of CMU for their kindness and useful guidelines whenever I came to borrow 

books at the libraries. 

I had also received great supports from Vietnamese Thais resided at Chiang 

Mai, Vietnamese students in Chiang Mai University as well as other international 

students at RCSD. I take this opportunity to express my sincerely thanks to all of 

them. 

Animated conservations with Hoang Cam, a doctor candidate at the 

Department of Anthropology, University of Washington (USA), during his visiting 

time held by RCSD set me off on new leads throughout my research, and I would like 

to thank him especially for his friendship and encouragement. 

My study and fieldwork would not have been possible without scholarship 

provided by Ford Foundation through the Center for Educational Exchange with 

Vietnam (CEEVN), and other supports of Forest Science Institute of Vietnam and 

Fellowship Steering Committee at the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 

Development. The generosity and assistance from these institutions are greatly 

appreciated. I would like to express my thanks to those at CEEVN, notably Wanda R. 

Kraybill and Nguyen Xuan Huong, and at Fellowship Steering Committee, Do Thi 

Dung, who efficiently made arrangements for my administrative procedures. 

My long study at RSCD (CMU) and fieldwork in the Central Highlands were 

made possible with the critical supports and tolerance from my family. I owe the 

deepest gratitude to my wife, Lien, my son, Quang, and my small daughter, Hanh; to 

my parents and my parents-in-law who have always given to me; to my younger sister 

and brother. The result of my study owes more to them than anyone else. 

Finally, although this thesis is a product of the deeply appreciated assistance 

and support from a great number of people, needless to say, I am solely responsible 

for any mistakes or inadequacies that the readers may find in it. 

       LE QUANG TRUNG 


