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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study of “A Comparison of Thai Women’s Roles
Through Two Leading Female Characters in the Novels Ghost by Seni Saowaphong
and That Woman’s Name is Boonrawd by Botan,” are : 1) to examine the changing
roles of the leading female charactors in two novels Ghost by Seni Saowaphong and
That Woman’s Name is Boonrawd by Botan; 2) to illustrate and compare the factors
that lead to the changing roles and attitudes of Thai women as portrayed in these two
novels; and 3) to illustrate the significance of the two novels in reflecting the change
that is occurring in our society. This study is a content and descriptive analysis that
will be carried out through a detailed study of the leading female characters in these
two novels.

The results of the study showed that both leading female characters were
different from the traditional women in that they were more confident and
independent. The changing roles of Thai women were analyzed in terms of family,
educational, economic, and social roles. It was found that women could play the role

of the family leader, and they could make decision in the family and lead their own
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life. They had more opportunity to further their education in a higher level and had
the efficiency in learning new things. They also had ability in working and could
depend on themselves. Moreover, they had freedom to associate with other people,
including men, and also could make decision in choosing their own marriage partners.
Both characters had the strong attitude toward social and gender equality. They
believed that people were equal. Both men and women should be equally treated and
accepted in the society.

In addition, it was found that the leading female character of the novel Ghost
changed her roles because of the family, educational, social, and development factors
whereas in That Woman’s Name is Boonrawd, the family, social, economic, and
development factors had a great influence on the leading female character.

Finally, these two novels, functioning as a social record, were important in
reflecting the development of the changing roles of Thai women in the particular time
mentioned in the novels. The results showed that the selected two novels presented
not only the analysis of the changing roles of Thai women, but also the underlying
factors that influenced these changes. Therefore, it is hoped that both novels will be
greatly valuable and significant in reflecting the fundamental information and
illustrations of the changes that make the readers understand better about the changing
roles of Thai women at present and the way these influential factors have gradually

shaped our society.



