
 

 

 

ix 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

  Page

Acknowledge   iii

Abstract ( in English)  v

Abstract ( in Thai)  vii

Table of Contents  ix

List of Tables  xiii

CHAPTER 1  Introduction 1

 Background and Significance of the Research 

Problem 

1

 Objective of the Study 9

 Research Questions 9

 Definition of Terms 9

CHAPTER 2  Literature Review 10

 An Overview of Children with Congenital Heart 

Disease  

10

 Family of Children with Congenital Heart Disease 24

 Practices of Families in Caring for Children with 

Congenital Heart Disease Prior to Cardiac Surgery 

36

  



 

 

 

x 

TABLE OF CONTENTS (continued) 

 

  Page

 Thai Socio Cultural Context related to Practices of 

Families in Caring for Children with CHD 

51

CHAPTER 3  Methodology                                                                                       61 

 Research Design 61

 Research Settings 65

 Research Informants 67

 Research Instruments 70

 Data Collection Procedures 76

 Ethical Consideration 90

 Data Analysis 94

 Trustworthiness of the study 96

CHAPTER 4  Findings and Discussion                                                                  101 

                         Part 1:  Family Context in Caring for Children with CHD 102

      Demographic Data and General Information of  

     of the Children  

102

      Demographic Data and General Information of  

     of Key Informants 

104

      Hospital and Home Settings 108

      The Portrait of Each Family 116

 

 



 

 

 

xi 

TABLE OF CONTENTS (continued) 

 

  Page

Part 2: Perceptions of Families regarding the Child’s Illness 

and Treatments 

156

     Pen Laew Arj Mai Rod (May not survive) 157

     Caused by Previous Karma 163

     Caused by Mother’s Practices during Pregnancy 167

     Leung Yak Toh Chaa (Difficult to Bring Up) 172

     Requiring Medicines Followed by Surgery 178

     Discussion of Families’ Perceptions 183

Part 3: Practices of Thai Families in Caring for Children 

with CHD Prior to Cardiac Surgery and the Socio-

Cultural Context Influencing the Practices 

  192

 Doing Our Best to Get Our Child Ready for Surgery   193

     Promoting the Child Weight Gain and Strong  

Health 

193

 Preventing the Child from Getting Worse 207

     Managing Child’s Care Under Constraints 244

     Discussion  of Practices of Families in Caring for 

   Children with CHD  

 

 

269

 



 

 

 

xii 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS (continued) 

 

  Page

CHAPTER 5 Conclusion and Recommendation                                                   284 

                    Part 1: Conclusion 284

Part 2: Implication and Recommendations 286

References  294

Appendices  312 

          Appendix A List of qualitative research experts 313 

Appendix B Demographic data sheet 314

Appendix C The Interview Guide  316 

Appendix D The Observation Guide 320

Appendix E Informed Consent 321

Appendix F: The Cover letter for permission to data collection  

 

325

Appendix G The Verified Letter of Institutional Review Board  327

Appendix H   The Characteristics and Information of the Illness and 

Treatments of the Children 

330

Appendix I The Characteristics of Key Informants 331

Appendix J Example of a Field Note 332

Curriculum Vitae  335

 

 



 

 

 

xiii 

 

LIST OF TABLES 

 

Table  Page

1 The demographic data of the children  101

2 The demographic data of the key informants 104

 

          

 

 


