COMMODITIZATION OF CULTURE AND TOURISM DEVELOPMENT IN AN
ETHNIC COMMUNITY: A CASE STUDY OF THE LONG-NECKED
KAYAN (PADAUNG) IN MAE HONG SON PROVINCE

PHONE MYINT Oo

MASTER OF ARTS
IN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

THE GRADUATE SCHOOL
CHIANG MAI UNIVERSITY
NOVEMBER 2009



COMMODITIZATION OF CULTURE AND TOURISM DEVELOPMENT IN AN
ETHNIC COMMUNITY: A CASE STUDY OF THE LONG-NECKED
KAYAN (PADAUNG) IN MAE HONG SON PROVINCE

PHONE MYINT Oo

A THESIS SUBMITTED TO THE GRADUATE SCHOOL IN
PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE DEGREE OF
MASTER OF ARTS
IN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

THE GRADUATE SCHOOL
CHIANG MAI UNIVERSITY
NOVEMBER 2009



COMMODITIZATION OF CULTURE AND TOURISM DEVELOPMENT IN AN
ETHNIC COMMUNITY: A CASE STUDY OF THE LONG-NECKED
KAYAN (PADAUNG) IN MAE HONG SON PROVINCE

PHONE MYINT Oo

THIS THESIS HAS APPROVED
TO BE A PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS
IN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

/
Dr. Wasan Panyagaew

Dr. Was/an Panyagaew
- ‘ ’_) i A }
C L%{jnm. Ka JLL\aj 5«3‘LAEMBER

N

Dr. Chaiyan ‘I_(ajchagool

2 November 2009
© Copyright by Chiang Mai University



il

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The Master’s degree that I did not expect to gain four years ago has now
materialized. During the last four years I have passed from being an ordinary
journalist with a great desire to study further, to a person with an opportunity to study
abroad. I would therefore like to express my appreciation and deep gratitude to the
following people, for their contributions, encouragement and involvement in my
work.

First, I must thank my grandmother, who has constantly encouraged me to
further my education and is proud of my success, while silently enduring tough family
conditions without once mentioning our poverty. A special thank you must also go to
Dr. Nay Win Maung, my journalism teacher, for his leadership and energetic
encouragement of my postgraduate education. He sent his office staff, including
myself, on our scholarship studies, without cutting our salaries, so that we could
contribute our skills and knowledge to the future development of our country. He also
devoted most of his time to continuous learning, and set a good example to all of us
by going to Yale University to further his own studies.

I would like to give my heartfelt gratitude to the Heinrich Boll Foundation
(HBF) for their generous scholarship award, to former Director Dr. Heik from HBF
(now in South America), Yana (a former Director of HBF), Khun Mattana (now in
Hungary), Olga, Yasmin and other staff for all their support. My heartfelt gratitude
also goes to Khun Olga for her care and magnificent positive spirit when attending to
my external interests, for treating all of us like members of her family and for
providing support when needed. I must also thank HBF for extending my scholarship
period for another year, something which gave me peace of mind and enabled me to
focus on writing my thesis.

I am greatly indebted to Dr. Chayan at the Regional Center for Social Science
and Sustainable Development (RCSD) for his patience, flexibility, judgment and

precious advice during my thesis preparation. Without his encouragement and



v

constant guidance, I could not have finished writing this paper - my thanks also goes
to him for his understanding and forgiveness regarding my external work, such as
political blogging and writing articles.

As well as my advisor, I would also like to thank others at RCSD, including
Dr. Yos Santasombat, Dr. Anan Ganjanapan, Ajarn Phrek Gypmantasiri, Ajarn
Ekamol, Dr. Chusak Riittayapak, Dr. Wasan, Dr. Jamaree Chienthong, Dr. Santita
Ganjanapan and Dr. Pinkaew Laungaramsri, for their committed teachings, those that
maintained my interest in Social Science issues while studying at Chiang Mai
University, and to Mr. Gary Morrison for editing my thesis in good time.

Thanks must also go to the office staff at RCSD and Graduate School for their
help with my admission matters, and, without exception, a deep sense of gratitude
also goes to my classmates: Marlar and Kyaw Kyaw Tun (Myanmar), Fred
(Philippines), May (China), Sephat and Dina (Cambodia), Phillip and David (USA),
and Phuc (Vietnam), for their demonstrations of love, kindness, understanding,
friendship and enjoyment during my school days. I also give my thanks to all the
Myanmar students from other faculties for their kindness, encouragement and
collaboration on all events and celebrations, those that enabled me to introduce
Myanmar culture and traditional customs to my colleagues.

I must express my thanks to the Kayan author Khon Eden Phan, to Kubo (a
Japanese doctoral student who is doing research on the Karenni) and the Kayan
journalists, Say Reh Soe and Phe Du for all their excellent suggestions on my thesis
proposal. I also thank the Kayan (Padaung) girl, Mu Yaw for her assistance during my
field research in Huay Pu Keng. My grateful appreciation also goes to Mu Bi - for her
assistance, Ko Lawki and Ma Mu Rai for providing me with a home during my stay in
Huay Pu Keng, to all the Huay Pu Keng villagers, Ko Kereh and his wife, and Nhe
Law and other office staff for their hospitability, cordiality and assistance.

Last but not least, I must thank Ms. Kea for her sympathy, benevolence and
kindheartedness; values that helped me finish my Master’s degree on time and with
few problems. I cannot end without thanking to her.

Phone Myint Oo



