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ABSTRACT

Intensive livestock and poultry rearing practices in recent years have led to an
increase in animal stress and incidence of diseases. Intestinal infections are becoming
increasingly prevalent in commercially-bred chicken and are inflicting severe
economic losses on the poultry industry. One disease of particular concern is
coccidiosis. The aim of this study was to investigate the influence of synbiotics on
growth performance and stress status influence by Eimeria tenella presence in
broilers. This research studied prebiotics properties of carbohydrates in celery
cabbage, 3 varieties of onion, and 3 varieties of garlic by determination of total
sugar content, reducing sugar content assay, molecular size determination of
saccharides and sugar chemistry by thin layer chromatography. Suitable local plants
extracts were subsequently selected as prebiotics for probiotics. The selected

prebiotics and probiotics were further tested in broiler to examine growth



performance, selected oxidative biomarkers, and caecal morphology with and without
E. tenella infection. The result indicated that among seven local plants screened for
this study, only 4 local plants extracts namely onion, shallot, tree onion, and celery
cabbage contained oligosaccharides. Only shallot extract and tree onion extract could
be identifying as prebiotics. They were also suitable prebiotics for probiotics
Lactobacillus acidophilus, Lactobacillus brevis and Lactobacillus fermentum. When
broilers were fed, average daily gain (ADG), feed intake (FI) and feed conversion
ration (FCR) of all trials were not significantly different (p>0.05). However, when a
comparison is made against the antibiotic-fed group, plant extracts from shallot and
tree onion showed higher ADG, FI and greater FCR even though the differences are
not statistically significant. However, Lactobacillus plantalum CMU-FP002 — treated
group exhibited the highest ADG and FCR (p<0.05) but was not significantly
different from the shallot extract — treated group, while the synbiotic-treated group
was not different from the control. When challenged with E. tenella, the treated group
with synbiotic showed certain antioxidation biomarkers. Malonaldehyde (MDA),
Superoxide dismutase (SOD) and catalase (CAT) increased but not as much as the
non-treated group. Lymphocytes decreased from day 0 to day 6 and increased on days
9 and 12. Heterophils seemed to be increased on day 0 to day 6 and then decreased.
Eosinophils increased in levels while Monocyte and Basophil did not significantly
decrease. The lesions scoring at an average of 3.333 + 0.500 were found in broiler-
infected E. tenella group on day 12. In synbiotic treated group, high lesion score was
also found but less than broiler- infected E. tenella group. The epithelium morphology
with the gametocyte stage of E. tenella in synbiotic treated group was not clear and

was not as severe in hemorrhage as in non - synbiotic treated group. In conclusion, the



vi

synbiotics used seem to have certain levels of protection against E. tenella infection in

broilers.
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