
 x 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 Page 

Acknowledgements iii 

English Abstract v 

Thai Abstract viii 

List of Tables xiii 

List of Figures xiv 

Abbreviations and Glossary xvi 

CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION  1 

 1.1 Background of the Study  1 

 1.2 Research Objectives and Questions 3 

 1.2.1 Research Objectives 3 

 1.2.2 Research Questions 3 

 1.3 Literature Review and Project Rationale 4 

 1.4 Conceptual Framework 7 

 1.4.1 The Institutionalization of Modern ‘Religions’  12 

 1.4.2 Local Agency 15 

 1.5 Research Methodology 21 

 1.5.1 Scope of the Project    21 

 1.5.2 Research Site 21 

 1.5.3 Analytical Units 23 

 1.6 Methods of Research 25 

 1.7 Organization of the Study 26 

CHAPTER 2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  28 

 2.1 The Tai Lue 28 

 2.2 Theravada Buddhism in Sipsong Panna 29 

 2.3 The Lue Temple and Novice Ordination 32 

 2.4 The Integration of Sipsong Panna into the Chinese Nation-State  35  

 2.5 Ethnic Policy and the Repression of Buddhism 37



 xi 

TABLE OF CONTENTS (Continued) 

 Page 

 2.6 Summary 42 

CHAPTER 3 FORMAL INSTITUTIONALIZATION  44 

 3.1 Introduction 44 

 3.2 The Third Plenum and the Recovery of Religious Policy  45 

 3.3 The Buddhist ‘Revival’: From Repression to Regulation 47 

 3.4 The Reconstruction of Local Religious Structures 50 

 3.5 Consolidating the Center: National and Trans-national Links  56 

 3.6 Khuba Longjom 59 

 3.7 Ambiguous Positions 64 

 3.8 Regulating the Monkhood 67 

 3.9 Contestation 69 

 3.10 Summary  71 

CHAPTER 4 MARKET ENGAGEMENTS AND THE REPRESENTATION 

OF BUDDHISM 73 

 4.1 Introduction 73 

 4.2 Tourism and Ethnicity in the PRC 74 

 4.3 Meilide Xishuangbanna 79 

 4.4 The Representation of Buddhism 81 

 4.5 Monks and the New Economy 86 

 4.6 Wat Luang Muang Lue 90 

 4.6.1 Religious and Political Legitimation 94 

 4.6.2 Managing Wat Luang 97 

 4.6.3 Contesting Sacred Space 102 

 4.7 Summary 104 

CHAPTER 5 THE INSTITUTIONALIZATION OF BUDDHIST 

 EDUCATION 107 

 5.1 Introduction 107 

 5.2 Monastic versus Public Education in Sipsong Panna 108 

 5.3 A Contested Tradition: The ‘New Tai Script’ 109 



 xii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS (Continued) 

 Page 

 5.4 Socio-economic Conditions 112 

 5.5 Wat Pajie and the Buddhist Institute 115 

 5.6 The New Buddhist Institute at Wat Luang 119 

 5.7 Problems of Integration 121 

 5.8 Summary 125 

CHAPTER 6 CONCLUSIONS - THE LIMITS OF REVIVAL 127 

 6.1 Introduction 127 

 6.2 Reductive Dichotomies 128 

 6.3 The Limits of Revival 135 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 138 

CURRICULUM VITAE 148



 xiii 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table  Page 

1.1 Temples, pagodas and members of the Sangha in Sipsong Panna – A 

1990 survey         

49 

1.2 Temples, Pagodas and Members of the Sangha in Jinghong City – A 

1990 Survey 

50 



 xiv 

LIST OF FIGURES 

Figure                    Page 

  

1.1   The institutionalization of Buddhism in Sipsong Panna 20 

1.2   Location of Sipsong Panna within the PRC 22 

1.3   The ‘Economic Quadrangle’ 22 

2.1   Lue Villagers attend a ceremony inside the Vihaan (Ordination Hall) of  

 a Buddhist temple in Sipsong Panna 31 

2.2   A group of novices-to-be (kha yom) in a village in the Muang Hai Area - 

February 2005 33 

2.3   Novice ordination ceremony in a village in the Muang Hai area -  

 January 2008 34 

3.1   The temple of Ban Tin (in Jinghong City) in the 1980s 49  

3.2   The ‘Octogonal Pavillion’, a famous Bosut in the Chiang Jeng 

 (Ch: Jingzhen) area 52          

3.3   The old Vihaan of Wat Pajie, demolished at the end of 2008 55  

3.4   Lue monks and novices participating in an awareness-raising activity on 

World AIDS Day - December 1
st
 2006 57 

3.5   Monks and novices during a crafts training session conducted by a  

 former monk at Wat Pajie - August 2006 58  

3.6   Khuba Longjom is carried to Wat Pajie on the day of his ordination 61 

3.7   Attendants take the leaves of the Ho Dio where Khuba Longjom was  

 ritually bathed during his ordination ceremony 61  

3.8   Khuba Longjom during the ceremonial alms-collection marking the end  

 of the Buddhist lent retreat (Ok Wasaa) 65  

4.1   An official representation of the Dai Minzu 77  

4.2   An image from the daily re-enactment of the ‘Water Splashing Festival’ 

 at the Dai Garden in Muang Ham 80  

4.3   Wat Suon Muon in Muang Ham 83



 xv 

LIST OF FIGURES (Continued) 

Figure                    Page 

4.4   A promotional image of Dai girls bathing in a river 84  

4.5   Visitors to Wat Pajie near the entrance connecting the Temple to 

 Manting Park 87  

4.6   Wat Pajie monks participating in a ceremony blessing the tea produced 

 under the temple brand 89  

4.7   Khuba Longjom and the Head of the Yunnan Buddhist Association,  

 Mr. Dao Shuren, with a tea company manager 89 

4.8   An image of the Vihaan of Wat Luang during its construction 92  

4.9   The giant Buddha image presiding over Wat Luang 94  

4.10  Tibetan monks chanting during the inauguration ceremony of  

 Wat Luang - November 2007 95   

4.11  Crowds attending the inauguration ceremony of Wat Luang - 

 November 2007 96  

4.12  Political and religious authorities at the opening ceremony of 

 Wat Luang - November 2007 97  

4.13  Monks and novices protesting against the Liaoning Company’s  

 management of Wat Luang - December 2009 99 

4.14  Monks sitting in the ordination hall of Wat Luang demanding 

 Government action 101 

4.15  Tourists visiting Wat Luang 103 

5.1   A Lue manuscript written in the ‘old Tai script’ (to tham) 111 

5.2   Text written in the ‘new Dai script’ 112 

5.3   The Buddhist Institute at Wat Pajie 118 

5.4   The first batch of Wat Pajie students with recognized diplomas during  

 their graduation ceremony at the Temple - January 2008 119 

5.5   The school at Wat Luang during its construction - August 2007 121 

5.6   A class at the Buddhist Institute in Wat Luang 122



 xvi 

ABBREVIATIONS AND GLOSSARY 

BERA Xishuangbanna Bureau of Ethnic and Religious Affairs 

CCP Chinese Communist Party 

LPDR Lao People´s Democratic Republic 

PRC  People´s Republic of China 

XBA Xishuangbanna Buddhist Association 

XDAP Xishuangbanna Dai Autonomous Prefecture 

YBA Yunnan Province Buddhist Association 

Tai Lue 

Bosut A building within a Lue Wat 

Chai Pha Chao The ‘Heart of the Buddha’ 

Chai That The ‘Heart of the Stupa’ 

Chao ‘Lord’: The ruling class of landowners in pre-1953 Sipsong Panna 

Fai Sect 

Kha Yom Boys preparing to be ordained as novices 

Khanan A title used to address men who have been monks in the past 

Khuba A high-ranking title for a monk who has spent around twenty 

years in the Sangha 

Pha Novice 

Sangha The community of Buddhist monks and novices 

Tan Buddhist festivals 

Tu Fully-ordained monk 

Vihaan Ordination hall - part of a Buddhist temple compound 

Wat   Buddhist temple



 xvii 

Chinese 

Minzu Nationality, National Minority 

Zhonghua minzu Chinese Nation 

Wenhua Culture 

Wenming Civilization 


