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ABSTRACT

This study provides an analysis of the livelihood diversification patterns of the
Intha ethnic group, the members of which are currently facing significant challenges
in terms of environmental degradation and insecure market conditions. For the last
decade, Inle Lake, the second largest inland lake in Myanmar, has been facing severe
environmental deterioration, primarily due to various anthropogenic factors. Improper
agricultural practices in the mountainous areas surrounding the lake, and within the
floating garden sector on the lake, have harmed the lake’s fragile ecosystem, and
these ongoing “in-lake” and “near-lake” agricultural practices are the main causes of
environmental degradation in the area. While such environmental degradation has
drawn the attention of environmentalists, the livelihood activities of the local people
have intensified in the lake’s area, due to environmental uncertainties, and it is these
uncertainties, as well as unstable market conditions, that have led to the development
of the Intha’s livelihood diversification strategies.

The author conducted his research with three objectives in mind, (i) to
investigate how environmental degradation has affected the livelihoods of local
people in the study area, and especially those who practicefloating gardening, (ii) to
understand how much local people rely on their environment and how they have

coped with recent environmental degradation, and (iii) to explore the perceptions of



Vi

local people regarding their common-pool resource, Inle Lake. Three main concepts,
namely; common pool resources, environmental entitlements, and livelihood
diversification strategies, are used to construct theconceptual framework.

The research study has three parts. The first discussed environmental
degradation around Inle Lake. Like other lakes in the world, Inle Lake today is
threatened by various factors environmentally. Water pollution, water level decline,
and a shrinking of the lake’s surface area are the main environmental challenges
facing Inle Lake today. A stable water level is the most basic requirement for floating
gardening activities- the main livelihood activities of the Intha and so water level
decline, plus other forms of environmental degradations, are current and
keychallenges for the Intha.

The second part of the study focuses on the environmental entitlements of the
Intha. As it was pointed out that environment entitlements mean the alternative sets of
utilities derived from environmental goods and services over which social actors have
legitimateand effective command. The Intha rely on Inle Lake as an environmental
entitlement, an input of their livelihoods. People obtain their entitlements from formal
and informal rights, and in order tofish around the lake, the local fishers need to have
formal rights. In the case of the floating gardens, the ownership rules are based
instead on local, customary rights.

In the third part, the author reveals how the uncertainty of access to
resources, due to environmental degradation, can be seen as the main cause of
livelihood insecurity for the Intha people. Having investigated their different life
histories, he finds that the severity of the impacts they experience vary according to
the livelihood capital they have. It may be said that financial capital is important:
however, within the floating gardening sector, unlike with other agricultural practices,
it is necessary for all stages of the process to be undertaken by men, due to its
specific, environmental demands, though other agricultural practices may be carried
out by animals or machines. Hence, human labor is critically important for floating
gardening activities. The profits to be made from floating gardening depend, not only
on the price of the crops, but also on the availability of labor in the household. In this

context, the author argues that among the five livelihood capitals, human capital, and
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especially the availability of a labor force, is the main factor that shapes the survival

strategies of the local people.
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