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ABSTRACT

This dissertation aims to evaluate to what extent the East-West Economic
Corridor transportation project of Southeast Asia, the redistribution system of the Thai
Government (both central and in Mukdaharn Province), NGOs, cross-border tourism,
and religious institutions could separately or together contribute to sustainable
economic growth, balance socioeconomic development, and reduce relative and
absolute poverty at the provincial level. The research therefore focused on the five
following objectives:

First, the work identifies the key economic strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities and threats of Mukdaharn province from the viewpoint of disaggregated
channels for income redistribution and poverty reduction. We employed the Gini,
Shorrocks, and Foster-Greer-Thorbecke indices to estimate relative and absolute
poverty and then explain them through econometric modeling. The results revealed
Mukdahan faces high poverty and inequality of income caused primarily by
underdevelopment, technical backwardness, and under-commercialisation of the

agricultural sector.



Second, we reviewed the theoretical and empirical literature to compare the roles,
methods, advantages, and disadvantages of Buddhist temples, NGOs, and government
programs in improving social welfare. As part of this review, we inventoried the role
of voluntary income distribution channels around the world and in the religious
literature.

Third, we employed both econometric models and a Social Accounting
Matrix to quantify the interrelated impacts of the new road, cross-border tourism and
the functioning of Buddhist temples on income redistribution, employment
generation, and relative and absolute poverty within the general processes of
economic development and marketization. The results show the potential role of the
EWEC to improve the economic situation in Mukdahan and its catalyzing effect upon
charity-based redistribution channels within the economic system.

Fourth, we employed linear programming to compare the potential with
actual and probable impacts on the economy and the environment of three distinct
redistribution channels: the government, NGOs and religious institutions. The results
reveal distinctly different optimal development strategies derived from the standard
social accounting matrix (SAM) vs. an environmental social accounting matrix
(ESAM), and a sufficiency economy matrix (SEM) as alternative guidelines for
economic planning.

Finally, we make recommendations for crafting an appropriate strategy
and polices for achieving economic growth, balanced socioeconomic development,
and poverty reduction through both standard macro policies and sufficiency economy
development along the lines of the King of Thailand’s sufficiency economy
philosophy. We conclude that SEM optimization is preferable for policy
determination since it successfully triangulates economic data, Buddhist sutras, the

King’s Philosophy and mathematical optimization.



