
 

 
AN ECONOMIC ANALYSIS OF MICROCREDIT OF VILLAGE 

AND URBAN COMMUNITY FUNDS IN THAILAND 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SIWAPORN FONGTHONG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 

(ECONOMICS) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE GRADUATE SCHOOL 

CHIANG MAI UNIVERSITY 

JANUARY 2013 



 

 
AN ECONOMIC ANALYSIS OF MICROCREDIT OF VILLAGE 

AND URBAN COMMUNITY FUNDS IN THAILAND 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SIWAPORN FONGTHONG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A THESIS SUBMITTED TO THE GRADUATE SCHOOL IN  

PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS 

FOR THE DEGREE OF 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 

(ECONOMICS) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE GRADUATE SCHOOL 

CHIANG MAI UNIVERSITY 

JANUARY 2013 





 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

This dissertation would not have been possible without the significant 

help, support, leadership and encouragement from those who have provided the 

knowledge and wisdom. I would like to express my deepest gratitude and sincere 

appreciation to my main advisor Asst. Prof. Dr. Komsan Suriya, for being an 

enriching mentor who demonstrated the meaning of sincerity and compassion for 

which I will never forget.  I am most grateful to Prof. Dr. Songsak Sriboonchitta for 

instilling inspiration as I hurdled along obstacles in coming towards completing this 

work.  My heartfelt appreciation goes to my committee co-advisor.  Prof. Dr. Hung T. 

Nguyen, chairperson of the examining committee, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Kanchana 

Chokethaworn, committee co-advisor, and Assoc. Prof. Dr. Kullapapruk 

Piewthongngam, Dean of faculty of management science, Khon Kaen University and 

committee, for providing all the guidance and direction that had helped me over time 

to make this educational journey an enlightening experience. 

The author would also like to convey her thanks to the National Statistical 

Office, with regards to the Thailand Socioeconomic Survey in 2009 and 2010, for 

providing the main data used in this work,  

With sincere gratitude, I wish to thank the Office of Higher Education 

Commission, Ministry of Education for a UDC scholarship and the Faculty of 

Management Science, Khon Kaen University for its financial support.  

Acknowledgement is also directed to my friends, colleagues, and the staffs, 

secretaries, librarians at the Faculty of Economics for sharing their smiles, comfort, 

assistance, laughter, and uplifting words to help me thrive on. 

The author would like to acknowledge Dr. Ravee Phoewhawm for 

providing support in ensuring that my use of the English language complies with the 

research journal standard.   

Last but not the least, I would like to express my love and gratitude to my 

beloved mother, Mrs. Kanokon Fongthong, for her understanding and endless love. 

With absolute love and heartfelt appreciation, I would like to let her know that your 

   iii 



loving daughter has made it to the top because of your faith in her. Special thanks to 

the Fongthong family and close relatives for providing warmth and support to help me 

get through the study. For any errors or inadequacies that may remain in this 

dissertation, the responsibility is entirely my own. 

 

Siwaporn Fongthong 

 

 

iv 


