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ABSTRACT

Thailand has been experiencing agrochemical-based commercial rice production for
several decades now. Only recently, organic rice production has emerged, though with
little expansion. This research applies the multi-level perspective (MLP) concept in the
transition development theory in order to explain obstacles of organic rice production as
one of the transitions of major changes in Thai society. This academic attempt goes
beyond previously offered explanations based primarily on the deficiency of factors
such as famers’ economic statuses, health problems, lacking of knowledge, organic
markets, appropriate farm practices, and suitable farm ecology. Rather, its struggles
have been from the impacts of the already existing dominant regime of the mainstream
rice production. According to the MLP, such a phenomenon can be clearly seen from
the relationships and interactions between the socio-technical regime and the emerging
experiments at the niche levels. More specifically, the existing regime, with a long
establishment and increasing dominance, together with its adaptation with challenges
from the landscape change, in order to maintain its dominant status, is willing to take

extreme measures to prevent the new experiment from being established in line with the



landscape change from scaling up. This research has used mixed methods comprising
documents and interviews while compiling secondary statistics to analyze the
establishment and dominance of commercial or mainstream rice, as well as the
emergence of organic rice as an experiment. Additional in-depth studies include field
observations, which were used in the case study in Phrao District Chiang Mai Province,
where organic rice production has been effective but with limitations. When analyzing
information at various levels it was found that the agrochemical-based commercial rice
regime has become a dominant socio-technical regime comprising interwoven
relationships of government policy, commercialized agro-businesses, markets, industry,
technology and Thai cultural dimensions. Furthermore, although government policy has
been responding to the increasing landscape changes, it has simultaneously created
barriers for organic rice production. The development of organic rice as a niche
experiment was partly due to landscape changes and but also due to NGOs, farmers and
academic leaders, often as a reaction to the negative impacts of agrochemical-based
commercial rice. This in-depth study has found that if intensive promotion is applied,
organic rice could become quite successful in terms of production and marketing. Until
now, its expansion has been very minimal due to government regulations and policies,
along with un-intentional business support beyond the niche market. Therefore, there
have been limitations in up scaling such experiments. Thus stronger attempts are
needed to overcome resistance from the dominant regime rather than focusing at the

farm levels as have been the case until now.



