
ix 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

                                                                                                        Page 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  iii 

ENGLISH ABSTRACT  v 

THAI ABSTRACT   vii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ix 

LIST OF TABLES  xii 

LIST OF FIGURES xiii 

ABBREVIATIONS  xiv 

CHAPTER 1  INTRODUCTION 1 

 1.1 Historical Background and Statement of the Research Problem 1 

 1.2 Statement of the Research Problem 4 

             1.2.1 Justification for the Problem in Border Studies 4 

 1.3 Research Questions  6 

 1.4 Research Objectives 6 

 1.5 Research Methodology 7 

 1.5.1 Research Site  7 

  1.5.2 Data Collection 8 

  1.5.3 Data Analysis 10 

 1.6 Thesis Organization 11 

    

CHAPTER 2  THEORITICAL RELEVANCE AND LITERATURE 

REVIEW 

12 

 2.1 Border Developments 12 

 2.2 Negotiating Resettlement Development  15 

 2.3 Adaptive Strategies 18 

 2.4 Conceptual Framework 19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



x 

CHAPTER 3  GOLDEN TRIANGLE SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE 

AND CHANGES TO THE TONPHUENG BORDER 

LANDSCAPE 

22 

 3.1 Adoption of Special Economic Zones in Lao PDR 22 

 3.2 Political Economy of the Special Economic Zone; Setting    

      Development in Tonpheung District 

25 

 3.3 Discussion on Resettlement in Lao PDR 27 

 

CHAPTER 4  SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE, THE APPROPRIATION  

                        OF LAND AND CHANGES TO LOCAL LIVELIHOODS 

32 

 4.1 Resettlement in Tonpheung District: The Case of Khuan Village 32 

 4.1.1 Ethnicity 34 

 4.1.2 The Uniqueness of their Houses 34 

 4.2 Initiation of the SEZ Scheme in Khuan Village 35 

 4.3 Land Appropriation Process 42 

 4.3.1 Information Sharing Process between Local Officials, the  

         Company and the Villagers in Khuan Village 

42 

 4.3.2 An Agreement 46 

 4.3.3 Measurement 47 

 4.5 Resettlement Compensation in Khuan Village 53 

 4.6 Relocation Process 59 

 4.7 Negotiations 61 

             4.7.1 Petitions 61 

 4.8 Changes to Livelihood Strategies 61 

 4.9 Summary 63 

   

CHAPTER 5  ADAPTATION STRATEGIES AND CHANGING  

                         BORDERSCAPES  

64 

 5.1 Livelihoods before and since Resettlement 64 

 5.1.1 Livelihood before Resettlement and since Resettlement 64 

   



xi 

 5.2 Economiy of Khuan Villagers before the Arrival of the Golden  

      Triangle SEZ 

68 

 5.2.1 Income and Expenses of the Khuan Village Prior to the  

                     Golden Triangle SEZ 

68 

 5.3 Life after Resettlement 69 

 5.3.1 Incomes from Working at King Romans in Khuan Village 70 

 5.4 Adaptive Strategies 70 

 5.4.1 Household Classification 70 

 5.5 Summary 82 

   

CHAPTER 6  CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 84 

           6.1 Main Finding of the Study 84 

           6.2 Theoretical Discussion of the Findings 87 

           6.3 Policy Recommendations 88 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  89 

 

CURRICULUM VITAE 93 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xii 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table  Page 

1.1 Research Sample Selection 9 

4.1 Summary of the Land Use Types in Khuan and Sribouhueng 

Village Affected by the SEZ Project 

38 

4.2 Types of Land Use in Khuan Village based on the Survey in 2010 40 

4.3 Land Area in Khuan Village  41 

4.4 Village and Garden Areas in Khuan Village 41 

4.5 Compensation given to Villagers for Plants, Vegetables and Trees 

in Khuan Village 

51 

4.6 Households who Built Houses after 2007 54 

4.7 Household Land Allocated (Unit: m2) plus Compensation Paid 55 

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xiii 

LIST OF FIGURES 

Figure  Page 

2.1 Conceptual Framework 21 

4.1 Sign at Khuan Temple Showing the Village Name before the Move                                                                     33 

4.2 AYuan House before Resettlement 35 

4.3 A Yuan House after Resettlement 35 

4.4 Village Meeting Hall 36 

4.5 New House of Grades A1 and A2 36 

4.6 New House of Grades B1 and B2 36 

4.8 Comparison of Houses in the Old and New Locations 41 

4.9 A Grade I House in Khuan Village 49 

4.10 A Grade II House in Khuan Village 50 

4.11 A Grade III House in Khuan Village 50 

5.1 Group Discussion re: Livelihood changes 74 

5.2 Group Discussion among the younger Vilagers 75 

5.3 A Family Discusses the Livelihood Changes that have Occurred 76 

5.4 Houses Renovation since the Resettlement 76 

5.5 Ways of Lives Since the Resettlement 77 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xiv 

ABBREVIATIONS 

 

NEM   New Economic Mechanism  

FDI   Foreign Direct Investment 

ADB              Asian Development Bank 

ASEAN  Associations South East Asian Nations 

SEZ   Special Economic Zone 

LDCs   Least Developed Countries 

NESDP  National Economic Strategies Development Plan  

WB   World Bank 

AFTA   Asian Free Trade Area 

WTO    World Trade Organization 

EPZs   Export Processing Zones   

NCSEZ  National Committee for Special Economic Zones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


