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ABSTRACT

This study is the analysis of the social meaning of Hna Lone Htee gambling in
Myanmar society, especially in the daily life of the housewives in urban Pyay,
Myanmar. How they perform this gambling in their locality and the practices of
gambling using a Thai television program, the Thai Stock Market Index, which is trans-
nationally broadcasted to Myanmar, via satellite television, within the uncertain
conditions of living in modern Myanmar. After 1997, when the country had become a
member of ASEAN, the Hna Lone Htee betting system has since become popular and
played by ordinary people, four times a day for five days a week in several towns and

cities in Myanmar.

The mixing of the traditional practices of Spirit “Nat” worshipping, beliefs and
interpreting dreams, words and signs indicating numbers, and modern ways of
calculating bets, are all social practices involved in Hna Lone Htee gambling in the
daily life of a group of housewives, and this social phenomenon was examined in this
thesis. The study reveals that the popularity of Hna Lone Htee gambling in Myanmar
society is not only for financial reasons, but by taking risks in the daily life of the
housewives. These housewives tried to achieve the best of luck in different ways

through religious and social practices and in doing this, tried to build their own identity

iv



in the specific society. Under the uncertain situations of economic hardships, these
female gamblers attempted to resist the system in their own way. And my main
argument is that Hna Lone Htee gambling in Myanmar society is a representation of a
mixed space of risk taking, economic hardships, traditional beliefs, uncertainty, and

state regulation in modern Myanmar within the context of regionalization.
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