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ABSTRACT

This study is a qualitative research. Its purpose is to examine how the negative
effects of nationalism is portrayed through actions, dialogue and selected scenes from
the film Hotel Rwanda (2004). The study is based on Bruno Leone’s concept of the four
negative characteristics of nationalism. The analysis of the film also includes how

characters react tothe negative effects of nationalism.

The four negative effects of nationalism arenationalism causes people to attack
and often kill their adversaries, nationalism can cause revolution, nationalism is used as
an excuse to oppress and also to exploit ethnic groups and racial differences, and lastly,

nationalism can cause a long series of conflicts, great and small, foreign and domestic.

The study reveals that the film Hotel Rwanda (2004) represents these negative
effects of nationalism based on Leone’s concept. The film shows the cruelty and the use
of violence of the Hutu majority towards the Tutsi minority during the genocide period.
The Hutu elites manipulate nationalist ideology and use it as a tool to convince their

extremist factions in order to exploit or kill their adversaries. The film also introduces



the main protagonist, who is not convinced by the Hutu extremists, as a symbol of
resistance towards these negative effects of nationalism. The research finds that the
elites and ruling class have major influence towards the mass, especially in times of

crisis.



