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GLOSSARY 

 

 

 

 

Azan/Adzan  : The sound voiced by a Muslim to call the people for praying, 

     or indicating the praying time 

Alim   : Religious scholar 

Assalamualaikum : An Islamic greeting 

Aqiqah : Islamic term on animal sacrificing practice (one mutton to a  

girl, and two muttons for a boy) on the occasion of a child’s 

birth 

Bayan   : Religious piercing on Tablighi Jama’at activity  

Bilal   : A term used to call a person in charge of calling out the adzan 

     to indicate the praying time five times a day, he is also the 

     assistant of an Imam 

Chumchon : A Thai term to call a community or a unit in a small scope or 

smaller than village (mubaan) 

Da’wa   : Missionaries practice 

Deen   : Semitic word often translated as ‘religion’. In the Koran,  

     Islam itself is ofted discribed as deen 

Emir   : A term to call the highest leder of Tablighi Jama’at 

Ghast : A term on Tablighi Jama’at to call a series of routines or 

activities in the mosque, especially visiting the house of other 

Muslim fellows (during the spare time between Ashr and 

Maghrib) aims to invite them to the evening prayer in the 

mosque 

Hadith   : The sayings of Prophet transmitted by his followers through a 

     chain of narration  

Hafiz : An informal Islamic school teaches the Holy Koran memorizing 

for Muslim of 5-16 years old 

Haji   : Islamic term used to call males who went for Hajj (the  

     pilgrimage to Mecca, in the Saudi Arabia)
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Halal   : An Arabic term defined as “to be allowed” or “permitted”. 

     Halal is commonly used in the context of foods, whether it 

     could be consumed or not by a Muslim 

Hijab : Cloth to cover head and chest for Muslime female, it is believed 

as an attempt to apply the Islamic value and it is required by the 

religion. The use of hijab is unlike the burkha or chador, 

because hijab does not need to cover the whole face. Both 

burkha and chador are the long clothes to cover the whole parts 

of body including face 

Hijra   : Indicates the migration towards Medina that Mohammad  

     performed to save the new religion and its followers from  

     persecution 

 Eid al-Adha  : Means the ‘festival of sacrifice’, is the second of two religious 

     celebration by Muslims worlwide each year. It honors the  

     willingness of Ibrahim (Abraham) to sacrifice his young  

       firts-born son as an act of submission to God’s command,  

     before God then intervened to provide him with a lamb to  

     sacrifice instead 

 Eid al-Fitr  : Is an important religious celebration of Muslims   

       worldwide that marks the end of Ramadhan, the Islamic holy 

     month of fasting  

Imam   : Literally means a leader of salat – prayer, but some Muslim 

     communities in particular countries use this term to call a  

     religious leader, or even a social-political leader 

Jama’at  : Islamic term is used to call the group 

Juz-Amma : Juz is an Islamic term that means part of the holy Koran. Juz  

Amma itself is the last part from the total of 30 parts in the holy 

Koran and contain of the most surrah in total of 37 surah 

Kalimah  : An Islamic term for a single word or lafadz – sentence, in 

particular meaning and it is identical with a perfect sentence 

Kalimah Syahadah is a sentence states the trust and believe in 

the singleness of Allah and the Prophet Mohammad, as well as 
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one of the five pillars of Islam. Uttering the two Kalimah 

Syahadah is the fundamental requirement of a person to embrace 

Islam 

Kamnan : A Thai term to call administrative strcuture that governing 

official at the tamboon (sub-district) level 

Khatib   : A term used to call people who giving worship at various  

     religious activities, especially on the Friday prayer 

Khitan   : Male circumcision 

Khon Phama  : A Thai term to call people from Burma 

Khuruj   : One core of Tablighi Jama’at, where a member will stay at the 

     mosque for particular days, in order to focus doing the prayer 

     and conducting the da’wa to other Muslims 

Kurta   : An Urdu and Hindi term for a traditional South Asian item of 

     clothing without a collar, has long sleeves and drops down to 

     the knee. The Kurta is worn by both Hindus and Muslims  

     (Wikipedia). In Mae Sot, the Kurta is often worn  by Muslims 

     (majority from Burma, Pakistani, India and Bangladeshi)  

     either during prayers at the mosque or during the day 

Lokaniti   : A Burmese term to call “Buddhist instruction in ethics”  

Longyi : A sheet of cloth widely worn in Burma. In Thailand, Malaysia, 

and Indonesia it is called as saroong 

Maddhab : (An Arabic term of doctrine) is the generic term for a school of 

taught within fiqh (Islamic Jurisprudence) 

Madrasa : Religious school associated to Islamic education; a school 

where religious classes are taught 

Mahala  : Is a term on Tablighi Jama’at to call their activities center in 

     local level, usually the mosques 

Markaz : A base, or a camp; on Tablighi Jama’at it is associated with 

center of activities 

Motowali  : A term to call Islamic committee in Mae Sot 

Moulwie  : A term to call a religious scholar graduated from an Imam 

     school (Moulwie School) 
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Muezzin  : Literally means a person calling the Azan – the Islamic call for 

     prayer 

Mahram  : Islamic term defined as a prohibited person to marry due to 

     bilogical traits, from the same breast feeding source, and  

     marriage in Islamic law. As for females, their mahram is their 

     husband, father, grandfather, sons, grandsons, or brothers. In 

     Tablighi Jama’at, only males for the maharam of the females 

     to acompany and wait them in various agendas of Jama’at 

        Mastoorat. 

Musafir  : A Muslim traveler 

Musholla atau Bale : A place or a small house similar to msoque that is used for 

praying or Salat for Moslem. The use of Musholla or bale is also 

similar to mosque, but the difference is that it cannot be used for 

the Friday praying 

Musjid   : An Arabic term of mosque 

Rasul   : A messenger, a term frequently used in Islam to describe the 

     numerous divinely inspired men who conveyed God’s  

     message to humanity throughout history 

Sholat or Salat : Is an Islamic term that means praying. There are five  

     compulsory daily praying in different time for Muslim, they 

     are Shubuh, Dzuhur, Ashr’, Maghrib, and Isha’ 

Shura   : Councils of elders or the highest council on Tablighi Jama’at 

     structural organization in Thailand (in every level from local, 

     regional into national), which is role as the on matters of  

     common interest in order to reach a consensus 

Sunna   : In Arabic literally means ‘custom’ or ‘tradition’, while rasul 

     means a ‘messenger’, ‘envoy’ or ‘apostle’ used to call the  

     prophets of Islam. In this this case, Sunna Rasul is a naration 

     about the way of life of the Prophet Muhammad SAW, either 

     through actions (sirahs) or the spoken word (hadists) 

Surah   : Chapters in the holy Koran 



 
 

xxiii 
 

Taklim : The term on Tablighi Jama’at to call the routines of circle 

studies either before or after the praying. Taklim is different to 

bayan, in which this study is led by a member whom duty is 

reading the hadits or other religious book. Every member in the 

circle has opportunity to ask questions related to the topic of 

discussion 

Tala’at   : A Thai term of market 

Tamboon  : A Thai term of sub-district 

Thanaka : A yellowish-white cosmetic paste made of ground bark, used 

and applied to face of women and girls, and few men and boys. 

This is also one cultural product as the distinctive feature of 

Burma 

Turban   : A cap used by the Indian, Pakistani, or those from the Middle 

     East 

Ummah  : The community of all Muslims and belivers in one God  

     (Marranci 2008) or community of Islamic belivers 

Waqf   : Also spelled wakf under the context of ‘sadaqah’, is an  

     inalienable religious endowment in Islamic law, typically  

     donating a building or plot of land or even cash for Muslim 

     religious or charitable purpose 


