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STATEMENT OF ORIGINALITY

Pottery is one of the most concrete archaeological evidence that can be used in
studying human history regarding social features, life styles, trading systems and ways
of communication between communities. The way the evidence is interpreted is of the
utmost importance in archaeological study. In this thesis, the focus is on researching
ancient pottery from Ban Bo Suak in Nan province, which is one of the most
important archaeological sites in Northern Thailand. The research interest is on basic
information of three issues, which are studying ancient pottery, studying raw material
used and studying primary factors related to pottery degradation.

Pottery degradation is highly related to manufacturing processes and quality of
raw material used. When ceramic body is buried, it is exposed to environmental factors
which lead to the collection of substances and organisms. These factors including
humidity seep into ceramic body via pores. This initiated all kinds of damages in
potteries. Researches were done by mimicking acceleration of deterioration using
autoclave and bury tests. The objective is to study the effect of these factors. The results
show that damages usually start from the weakest point, especially pores and cracks.
They make the clay body fall apart so, with time passes, more amount of liquid can get
into the potteries.

Studying pottery deterioration will help us understand processes and factors
that have effects on potteries, such as man-made and environmental factors and the
areas where potteries are buried. The study will aid understanding in pottery making,
traditional social environment, trading and geological relations. Therefore, information
gathered in this research might be useful in the future for archaeologists in that they
are able to link scientific data with archaeology. Some part of information can also be

used to help with conservation and storage of ancient potteries.
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