NEOLIBERALIZATION OF AGROBIODIVERSITY AND
THE LIVELIHOOD STRUGGLES OF SMALL-SCALE
FARMERS UNDER THE INTEGRATION OF
GLOBAL SEED MARKET

SAKKARIN NA NAN

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
IN SOCIAL SCIENCE

GRADUATE SCHOOL
CHIANG MAI UNIVERSITY
APRIL 2015



NEOLIBERALIZATION OF AGROBIODIVERSITY AND
THE LIVELIHOOD STRUGGLES OF SMALL-SCALE
FARMERS UNDER THE INTEGRATION OF
GLOBAL SEED MARKET

SAKKARIN NA NAN

A THESIS SUBMITTED TO CHIANG MAI UNIVERSITY IN PARTIAL
FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
IN SOCIAL SCIENCE

GRADUATE SCHOOL, CHIANG MAI UNIVERSITY
APRIL 2015



NEOLIBERALIZATION OF AGROBIODIVERSITY AND THE
LIVELIHOOD STRUGGLES OF THE SMALL-SCALE
FARMERS UNDER THE INTEGRATION OF
GLOBAL SEED MARKET

SAKKARIN NA NAN

THIS THESIS HAS BEEN APPROVED TO BE A PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF
THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
IN SOCIAL SCIENCE

Examination Committee: Advisory Committee:

% 72\

Co-advisor

(Associate Professor Dr. Robin Roth)

(Associate Professor Dr. Robin Roth)

Ar\)

s &L%J) {/(’\Q’Y‘[\ Member

..............................

‘(Associate Professor Dr. Jamaree Chiengtong)

3 April 2015
Copyright © by Chiang Mai University

b



To My Mom and Dad



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This dissertation is part of my effort to understand Nan Province under the
changing circumstances in relation to the different livelihood struggles of people
linked to the mountain — valley ecology. | would like to acknowledge several people

and organizations instrumental in achieving this.

Thank you all farmers for introducing me and helping me to understand much
new knowledge and providing moral support. I am grateful to meet those farmers who
maintain their knowledge in rice varieties and other crops in response to the changing
livelihood conditions. Some had passed away during my fieldwork period. | would
like to use this space to apologize for any foolishness or disturbances. The livelihood
struggles of these farmers are crucial for understanding how farmers manage their
farming resources in relation to the complicated conditions under globalization. By
employing the historically place-based case study, it is a significant point to
problematize the agrarian myths and to empirically assess the agrobiodiversity crisis

in Thailand that has been happening for decades.

For their academic and personal advice as well as their very patience towards
my learning, | would like to acknowledge my research committee. It is my privilege
to meet my supervisor, Asst. Prof. Dr. Chusak Wittayapak, who introduced me to the
political ecology approach and included me in several of his research projects. With
his kind offering, | also got a PhD scholarship from the Commission of Higher
Education of Thailand. Under his suggestion, | also received a chance to know other
professors whose research focused on farmers in Thailand. Thank you very much,
Prof. Dr. Yos Santasombat. You might not know that several books written by you
inspired me since my BA mini-research and MA thesis on the Mlabri ethnic group in
Thailand. In particular, your latest book, Flexible Peasants: Reconceptualizing the

Third World’s Rural Types, came at the right time for my PhD research on peasantry



and agrobiodiversity.

Two scholars from York University, Canada, Prof. Dr. Peter Vandergeest and
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Robin Roth, are appreciated for their advice on my conceptualization
of the linkage between neoliberalism, nature and livelihood. For Dr. Roth, who later
became a member of my research committee, 1 would like to thank you very much for
supporting my research fieldwork by providing a small-grant. Your hospitality is very
much appreciated, especially in 2010 when you were still on maternity leave — the
period of time that | had been a visiting scholar for three months at the York Center
for Asian Research (YCAR), York University. Thank you, Dr. Vandergeest for
allowing me to attend your class, the Cultural Politics of Environment and
Development, helping me to see the way to create the classroom which mixed PhD
and MA students from different faculties.

Also | am grateful my external committee members, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Jamaree
Chiengtong and Lect. Dr. Surin Onprom, for their comments in order to help me

correct the misunderstanding points in this dissertation.

Thanks to the state officials and staff of seed companies who gave me a
chance to interview them about their works in relation to seed production and
integration of small scale farmers into their schemes. For NGOs: AAN Esan, BioThai,
and HMNF, in particular my friends in Joko Learning Center and other organizations
under CBDC network, are appreciated. My gratitude goes to Samrauy, Pang,
Kanaung, Thong, Ubon, and Witoon for providing the useful information and letting
me attend several meetings. In response to the production of knowledge in the
relationships between NGOs and farmers, | hope that this dissertation can be the
concluding parts but not the end for our dialogue about the possibilities of small scale

farmers with the reflexive conservation of agrobiodiversity in the 21% century.

Friends are also appreciated for their critical discussion and moral support
over the last seven years. Some of them have already become a university lecturer.
Atchara, Natedoa, Paiboon, Tubtim, Kangwan, Kam, Baitong, Winai, Yuttapong,

Aratee, Boonsung, Mattijs, Rin, Taey, Li, Ratchanee, Vanessa, Sai Latt, Keith,



Shinsuke, Takashi, Shu. Our PhD program coordinators, including the former, Khun
Yew and the latter, Khun Narita are appreciated for their assistance during my study.
At YCAR, | am also grateful for Alicia, who kindly assisted me with many issues.
Thank you, Derek for helping to edit my writing and make this dissertation
understandable in a human language. | am also grateful to Ajarn Suriya for his moral
support and discussion about the ethnographical fieldwork. He provided me several
books about the Northeastern Thai farmers whose livelihoods had been studied for
decades by him and other scholars, in particular Ajarn Wattana and Ajarn Keyes.

At the heart of this long journey is my family in Chiang Mai and Nan. Without
their financial and moral support for many years before and during my PhD study, my
graduation is meaningless. Thank you, my wife, Aree, very much for your love and
patience for several years. With your support, this dissertation had been finished

under manageable conditions. | am now home.

Last but not least, 1 would like to acknowledge the Commission of Higher
Education for supporting my PhD scholarship and the Challenges of the Agrarian
Transition in Southeast Asia (ChATSEA) Project for giving me a small grant for
fieldwork. Thank you YCAR for providing me the working space during my visit in
2010.

Sakkarin Na Nan



