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ABSTRACT

This study applied a political ecology approach to rangeland degradation and
eco-resettlement in the Gser Thang and Rna Thang areas of Qinghai Province, PR
China and used three main concepts: livelihood, property rights and local knowledge to
understand Tibetan herders’ livelihood in pastoral and resettlement areas, examine how
they exercise their rights under the different land property systems and how they
practice their local knowledge and religion regarding the protection of the environment.

The study demonstrated that the Eco-resettlement project had different meanings
among herders based on their own interests and current living conditions, ranging from
accessing education to family labor shortage as reasons to resettle. The study also found
that the majority of herders still retain their nomadic lifestyle in the rangeland although
they are part of this resettlement project.

Herders’ perspectives on rangeland degradation were examined, and found that
herders believed that rangeland degradation was caused not by ‘overstocking’, but by
the mining development in the area. The restrictions placed by the mining companies

on the uses of land by the local herders was disrupting their practice of traditional



religious activities, and pollution from the mine contaminated the rangeland ecosystem
which resulted in further rangeland degradation.

The study revealed that private land weakened the community collective power
and rights to prevent outside interventions like mining projects. As a result of land
reform, many herders had to abandon their traditional livelihood strategies to become
low wage labors in urban town and cities. This study then addressed religious beliefs
that played a vital role in Tibetans’ lives, especially the mountain deities. This evidence
showed how the local herders’ religious beliefs and environment were interconnected
and privatization of rangeland actually worsened the land quality year by year.

In conclusion, these results suggested that a qualitative research methodology
would be needed in terms of combining scientific knowledge and local knowledge to
restore the rangeland degradation and government agencies need to essentially
investigate the impact of mining on the rangeland of Three Rivers Source by applying
EIA. Further, the State environmental conservation projects failed to realize the
importance of the local herders’ role in the rangeland management process and their
valuable knowledge about environmental protection, thus local herders’ accounts were
very important in avoiding unintended consequences from environmental conservation

policies in future.
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