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Abhidhaja-
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Aggamaha-
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Dasa-sila-mata

Daw

daw

dayaka
dayika

Dhammadiita

dharma

haeng

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

The highest ecclesiastical title conferred to Theravadin monks
around the world by the Myanmar government since its

independence.

The second highest ecclesiastical title conferred to Theravadin
monks around the world by the Myanmar government since its
independence.

(P): Buddhist monk, mendicant.
(P): practice.

(Sinhala): Nun; Thai: maechee; Burmese: thilashin; Shan:

Saokhao.

1. (Bur): aunt; female prefix for elder Burmese women.

2. (Bur): royal term, denoting something great or sacred; profane
or sacred; secular or celestial; eg. Sayadaw ‘royal teacher’ or
‘royal tutor’. Today, sayadaw may mean an abbot in charge of a
monastery; a monk who has a certain position in the Sangha
Order or a certain honorary award by the government for his

great learning, teachings, or services to communities.

(P): Male devotee.

(P): Female devotee.

Dhamma ‘teaching,” ‘doctrine’ + diita ‘messenger,’
‘ambassador’; Ambassador of Dhamma; Dissemination of

Buddhism; Buddhist missionary.

(Skt.): doctrine, teachings. (P. dhamma)
(Sh): power.

XXii



Haeng-jai
Haeng-karnmong
Haeng-ngurn
Haeng-pannya
haw lik

kammaytthana

karma

karnhen

karuna
kyaung
kyuang-taik
lik

Lik Long

Long

long

Mahdyana or

Mahayana

(Sh): Confidence.

(Sh): Political power.

(Sh): Financial resources, or power of money.

(Sh): Academic competent or skillful means of power.
(Sh): Recitation/reading of Shan Lik Long

(P): kamma ‘work’ + tthana ‘place’; lit. ‘base of work’ or ‘place
of work’. In monasticism, base of work means the “principle
focus of work’, which is where monks sitting, walking, or lying
to concentrate or contemplate to cultivate their mental stability
and spiritual advancement (bhavana). This spiritual practice is

commonly translated into English as ‘meditation.’

(Skt.), (Pali: kamma): Buddhist theory of karma; forces of one’s

own or collective action(s); its process.

(Sh): education.

(P): compassion.

(Bur): monastery, or temple.
(Bur): monastic institute.

(Sh): letter, literature, document.
(Sh): Lit. Great Text.

1. (Sh): Usually with L capital ‘Long’ uncle; male prefix for elder
Shan man, cf. Pa;

2. (Sh): great, large, or big.

Lit. Great Vehicle. One of the major divisions of Buddhist
school, known as northern school of Buddhism such as China,

Japan, Korea, Taiwan; (sometimes including Mongolia and
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Tibet). This school relies on classical Chinese Buddhist texts

translated by Xuanxang, and other Chinese monks.

Metta (P): Loving-kindness.

mong (Sh): State, country, city.

Mudita (P): Sympathetic joy.

Myanmar-sar (Bur): Burmese/Myanmar, sar ‘literature’

Nang (Sh): Shan female prefix.

Pa (Sh): aunt; female prefix for elder Shan women, cf. Long 1.
Pariiia/pannya (P): wisdom.

Pathama-pyan Name of Burmese monastic education system. It has three levels

with prefix ‘pathama’ meaning “first’ or ‘fore-front’; pyan, a
shorten form of ‘sar taw pyan’ meaning first winner of reciter in
a monastic examination. The three levels are ranked - nge

‘junior’, lat ‘middle’ and gyi ‘senior’.

piti (P): sympathy.

poi (Sh): festival, or celebration.

Sai/Jai (Sh): Shan male prefix.

samanera (P): novice; (Bur): Koyin, or Thamane

samathi (P): concentration.

Saojang or (Sh): Monk, bhikkhu.

Monjang

Saokhu (Sh): sao = lord, venerable, master; khu = teacher.
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Saopha

Saosang
sati
Sayadaw
Sila
Theravada

Thilashin
Tripizaka /
tripizaka

Upekkha

Vajrayana

vipassand

Yogin/Yogi

(Sh): Lit. Lord of the Sky; ruling princes of regional state or
mong in Shan State, before Burma independence or until Burma

nation-state building.

(Sh): novice, Pali: samanera.

(P): Mindfulness.

(Bur): Saya = teacher, daw = royal; the king’s tutor.
(P): morality.

The teachings of the elders.

(Bur): dasa-sila-mata;

(Skt.): (Pali: tipizaka) = three baskets; three division of
Theravada Buddbhist texts, namely, Vinaya-pitaka (Monastic
Disciplinary Codes), Suttanta-pitaka (Discourses or Teachings),
and Abhidhamma-pitaka (Higher Teachings; theoretical /
conceptual teachings).

(P): balanced mind.

(Skt.): Diamond vehicle; Tibetan Buddhist school; also known as

Tantrayana (Skt.) = esoteric form of Buddhist practices.

(P): Insight meditation; Skt. Vipays$ana, Insight Meditation
developed through progressively cultivating understanding; and

ultimately directly perceiving the views of

(Skt-Eng), a meditation practitioner in Theravada Buddhism. The

term also refers to yoga, for healthy living physical exercise.
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