
 

TRANSNATIONAL SHAN BUDDHIST 

MOVEMENT, NETWORKS  

AND IDENTITIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

KHAMINDRA PHORN 

 

 

 

 

 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 

IN SOCIAL SCIENCE 

 

 

 

 
GRADUATE SCHOOL 

CHIANG MAI UNIVERSITY 

DECEMBER 2015 



 

TRANSNATIONAL SHAN BUDDHIST MOVEMENT,  

NETWORKS AND IDENTITIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 
KHAMINDRA PHORN 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A THESIS SUBMITTED TO CHIANG MAI UNIVERSITY IN PARTIAL 

FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF  

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY  

IN SOCIAL SCIENCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 
GRADUATE SCHOOL, CHIANG MAI UNIVERSITY 

DECEMBER 2015 

i 



TRANSNATIONAL SHAN BUDDHIST MOVEMENT,
NETWORKS AND IDENTITIES

KHAMINDRA PHORN

THIS THESIS I{AS BEEN APPROVED TO BI] A PARTIAL FULFILMENT
OF THE REQUIREMENTS F'OR THE DEGREE OF'

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
IN SOCIAL SCIENCE

Examination Committee: Advisory Committee:

(Assoc. Prof. Dr. Paul T. Cohen) (Asst. Prof. Dr. Kwanchewan Buadaeng)

@chairman K, /ryri*z=..... Advisor
/

A
/-/L-, Z .... co-advisor

(Prof. Emeritus Dr. Anan Ganjanapan)

(Prof. Emeritus Dr. Anan Ganjanapan) (Dr. M.R. Rujaya Abhakorn)

Co-advisor

(Dr. M.R. Rujaya Abhakorn)

rof. Dr. Yos Santasombat)

Member

4 December 2015

Copyright O by Chiang Mai University

(Asst. Prof. Dr. Kwanchewan Buadaeng)



 

To 

Phra Khammai 

iii 



 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

It is a great honor to have this opportunity to express my appreciation for the many people 

who have helped me bring this dissertation to fruition. It has been a very long journey to 

reach this final destination, and the journey has certainly not been as smooth as silk. I 

would humbly describe my work as an exploration of collective endeavors. I feel 

tremendous gratitude in many different ways for the kindness and encouragement of those 

who have helped me reach this moment. I am especially indebted to the below-mentioned 

people for whom without their support, this dissertation would not have become a reality.  

Since the very early days of my Ph.D program at Chiang Mai University, Assistant 

Professor Dr. Kwanchewan Buadaeng, my main advisor, was and is most helpful in many 

different ways. She has not only been helpful with academic matters, but also with 

personal care throughout my living in Chiang Mai. Without her kindness, patience, and 

compassion in coaching my writing and guiding me on the right track, this dissertation 

would not have been completed.  

I would like to thank all members of my dissertation and thesis defense examination 

committee, as without their intellectual guidance I would not have been as successful as 

I have been in the field of social sciences. Dr. M.R. Rujaya Abhakorn (Co-advisor) was 

helpful in walking me through the history of the past, while Professor Dr. Anan 

Ganjanapan (Co-advisor) helped provide me with a strong foundation in theoretical 

concepts of social science. The insightful criticism of Associate Professor Dr. Paul T. 

Cohen, who chaired the thesis examination, has been very helpful in revising my 

dissertation. I especially thank him for his additional written comments, suggestions, and 

critiques, not only during the defense of this defense, but during my qualifying 

examination in 2010 and proposal defense in 2012. Dr. Cohen has done much to broaden 

and shape my way of thinking. Professor Dr. Yos Santasombat, representing member of 

the Ph.D program in social sciences, pointed out my methodical approach required more 

appropriate clarity. For all their thoughtful and insightful comments and constructive 

iv 



 

suggestions during the examination session, these people have been my guiding light 

during the revision of my dissertation.  

I would also like to thank academic officers in charge of different departments within the 

Faculty of Social Sciences, including Narita (Ann), who was and is most helpful in sorting 

out all my official administrative concerns. Muttika Thungsuphuti (Pong) and Ban Cheun 

were also very helpful during the initial stage of my arrival at CMU. Directly or indirectly, 

I am indebted to all RCSD-affiliated faculty members and staff of the Faculty of Social 

Sciences.  

An independent researcher, Ajarn Suriya Smutkupt, was helpful in many ways, as he is 

very humble and can be easily approached in any setting. Time and again, we had 

conversations related to my research interests on Shan and northern Thai culture and 

belief systems. I also owe much gratitude to Dr. Kay Mohlman for her insightful academic 

consultation in general and academic journal paper writing in particular. 

My thanks and gratitude also go to Phra Khammai (Ven. Professor Dr. Khammai 

Dhammasami), for we have had a fruitful, long-term student-teacher relationship. In 

1995, when he originally invited me to join him on the Ceylon Journey, we had never met 

in person. In 2003, I first notified him that my thesis would cover some parts of his life 

and his endeavors for his people. Without his kindness and compassion in helping and 

nurturing me to study Sri Lanka, I would not be who I am today. This dissertation is 

dedicated in his honor. My thanks also go to Ven. Pannyavamsa Sengpan, a Ph.D graduate 

from Sri Lanka, now an assistant to Phra Khammai in Oxford, for sharing his experiences 

with me. Almost weekly I visited the Oxford Buddha Vihara - Singapore center during 

my 2014 fellowship at ARI-NUS, which I would like to thank for inviting me to a 

discussion with the abbot Ven. Vayaminda and other resident monks. Dr. Jotika Khur-

Yearn, a University of London graduate, has been enthusiastic to discuss all of my 

inquiries as needed. 

In addition, several friends who I have kept in touch with are among the people deserving 

my special thanks. Ven. Herngseng Pannyabhoga, a Ph.D candidate at Mahidol 

University, has been very helpful in gathering data, information, and other materials 

v 



 

deemed necessary for my work. Without his assistance, the breadth of this dissertation 

would be severely lacking. Saosra Mongkut was always prepared to offer me a helpful 

hand whenever necessary. His free-and-easy style made approaching and consulting with 

him very comfortable. He remained patient through all of my topics of inquiry, ranging 

from history to Lik Long, to local Shan Buddhist practices and just about everything else. 

Sao Sirion, a long-time close friend, proved himself to be a ‘jack of all trades.’ Not only 

did he serve as my informant, but also as a financial supporter and a discussant for my 

enquiries into Khruba Bunchum’s activities. And I would like to thank Sai Hla Aung, a 

long-time friend who is now a lecturer at the Sariputta College, for his moral support. 

Saosra Nando generously supported me financially from his own savings, and for that I 

am very much in his debt. Being friends since our time together in Sri Lanka, Bhante 

Dhammapala, a Ph.D graduate from the University of Hong Kong, also kindly contributed 

toward my financial needs during a time when I could not secure support from any other 

source. Ven. Sudhamma Samseng, a native of Kengtung and now the abbot of a temple 

in Rockford, Illinois, U.S.A., also contributed some finances. My thanks are also due to 

previous funders, including Thabye Education Networks and Supplement Grant Program 

- Asia (SGPA), a subsidiary of Open Society Institute, for partially supporting my costs 

of living in Chiang Mai and tuition fees for three years between 2009 and 2011. In 2012, 

the SEASREP Foundation kindly awarded me a research fellowship for one year. In 2014, 

the Asia Research Institute (ARI) of the National University of Singapore (NUS) awarded 

me an Asian Graduate Student Fellowship (AGSF) for which I remain very grateful. 

A number of my colleagues and fellow Ph.D students from the past few years deserve 

special thanks for being excellent friends and companions during our educational 

journeys. Tirtha Thapa, who completed his Ph.D program early within three-and-a-half 

years, encouraged us all by presenting a very good example of ‘the early bird gets the 

degree.’ Sakkarin Na Nan and Chanjittra Chanorn were always ready to discuss any 

matters related to my student life. Our friendship made my life much more enjoyable 

during the period of my Ph.D studies. I would also like to recognize Duangkamon 

Donchaum for her moral support and positive criticism that alerted me to how I could 

improve my conceptualization of my dissertation. During the final revision of my 

vi 



 

dissertation, a memorable day was spent with Toom Mawk Harn, Ten Harn, and Wandee 

as we traveled to meet with Associate Prof. Dr. Paul Cohen at his home in Ban Kat, some 

30 kilometers from Chiang Mai, for consultation. I would particularly like to thank them 

all for their thoughtful kindness and companionship at the end of this long journey! 

Garrett Kostin, my dissertation editor, worked very hard with a special focus to complete 

the editing within a short period of time to enable me to meet my deadline for submission. 

I owe him gratitude for his kind assistance in polishing my language and helping me craft 

a more readable dissertation. 

Last but not least, I would like to thank all my family members, especially my wife 

Sridarwan and daughter Wandee, for their patience. They have suffered and endured 

numerous difficulties due to the length of time it has taken me to complete my Ph.D. They 

have been incredibly eager to see the day when I will graduate. With every passing year, 

they imagined they would see me graduate among other students completing programs at 

CMU. Eventually, they could have been expected to lose faith that I would ever graduate 

at all. For continuing to support me through these unpredictable and challenging 

circumstance, I owe them my eternal gratitude. 

 

Khamindra Phorn 

 

vii 


	Acknowledgements

