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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to measure the Total Factor Productivity of port in
three countries. Comparing the productivity concept is crucial since it allows us to
understand the nature of modern economic development. Increasing productivity has
contributed substantially to the emergence of industrial economies by reducing prices,
expanding markets, and releasing factors of production, especially scarce capital
resources, for employment elsewhere in the economy. Shipping is an industry where
productivity improvements can offer notable benefits to the rest of the economy. This
derives from the fact that shipping is capital intensive. Therefore sizeable amounts of
investment become available for reallocation as a consequence of improvements in
efficiency. In addition, shipping is a highly competitive industry, productivity
improvements leading for reductions in freight rates rather than profits increasing. This
paper focuses on three ports in ASEAN (Association of South East Asian Nations) :

Singapore port, Bintulu port in Malaysia and Leamchabang port in Thailand



