CHAPTER 5

CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATIONS

The purpose of this research was to study and analyze the use of metaphors of
war in the political news in the popular Thai daily newspaper Matichon. This research
was conducted as a qualitative study and employed the theory of Conceptual Metaphors
of Lakoff and Johnson (1980) in order to investigate how war metaphors worked in the
area of the political reporting in a widely-read Thai daily newspaper which covered
Thai political news extensively. The lexical items for investigation were selected from
issues of Matichon that appeared from September 1, 2013 to March 31, 2014. The
lexical items selected for analysis were taken from headlines and lead-ins as well as
from the content of articles reporting political news. The reason for choosing this time
period was due to the fact that there were a series of interesting political developments
in Thai society at that time, namely the presentation of the government’s amnesty bill,
the announcement of the dissolution of Parliament, the calling for a no-confidence
debate by the opposition Democrat Party, the management of the general election, the
protests against the government by the People’s Democratic Reform Committee
(PDRC),and the mass rally of the United Front of Democracy against Dictatorship
(UDD) in support of the government.

The study are chosen forty-seven words as examples of conceptual metaphors of
war as used in the political news published in Matichon. All of the forty-seven selected
words referring to political events are categorized into seven main themes: WAR IS A
PERSON, WAR IS A LOCATION, WAR IS TACTICS, WAR IS WEAPONRY, WAR
IS VERBAL ACTIVITIES, WAR IS PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES, and WAR IS
OUTCOME. In addition, each main theme is further sub-divided into various sub-

classes.
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The first main theme is “WAR IS A PERSON.”In this theme, the conceptual
metaphor of war is personified as a human being. In addition, this theme is sub-divided

into five different sub-classes: War is a Representative: the words associated with

metaphors in Thai under “War is Representative” are 1insu ndkrép (warrior) and yudn

khuinsik (great warrior), War is a Leader. The words used as metaphors in Thai under

“War is a Leader” are uwsw mee.thdp (a leader of military force) and #anen hitaho'k (a

leader of military force). War is a Supporter: the word used as a metaphor in Thai under

“War is a Supporter” is wusins phantha?mit (an alliance). War is Assembly: the words
used as metaphors in Thai under “War is Assembly” are in thdap (a troop), uwagn
nee:wruk (a front line of troops), yumas khiimkamlay (a group of fighters), giuas

tha:nkamlay (a number of fighters) and asswmas sappd ?kamlan (a military force). War

is an Opponent: the words used as metaphors in Thai under “War is an Opponent” are

rFheasatnu fa.jtronkhd:m (an opponent), gusilny khii:po:ra?pak (an opponent), #1n

khd:sik (an opponent) and nug ka?bot (an opponent).

The second main theme is “WAR IS A LOCATION”. In this theme, the
conceptual metaphor of war is compared to a location. In addition, this theme is sub-
divided into two different sub-classes. War is Head Quarters: the words used as

metaphors in Thai under “War is Head Quarter” are 371417'1'17"14 thd:nthi:mdn (a stronghold
for a military force) and gagnsman$ cutjittha?sa:t (a strong point for war). War is a
Battle Field: the words used as metaphors in Thai under “War is a Battle Field” are gns
pu jutthd ?phu:m (a battlefield) and awsgis sa?m3.ra’phu:m (a battlefield).

The third main theme is “WAR IS TACTICS”. In this theme, the conceptual

metaphor of war is compared to tactics. In addition, this theme is sub-divided into three

different sub-classes. War is Strategy: the words used metaphors in Thai under “War is

Strategy” are gnsns juitthd?ka:n (a military strategic plan for war), gn535 jitthd withi:

(military tactics for war), 1/5usiw prapthdp (a strategic adjustment of military forces for
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war), s FUT kra?chapphi:nthi: (to beleaguer or to surround with military forces), and
gnsmani jutthazsa:t (a strategic plan for war). War is Expansion: the word used as a
metaphor in Thai under “War is Expansion” is a1insea1e da:wkra?ca.j (a military forces

expansion and a spreading out of bullets when fired) and War is Replacement: the word

used as a metaphor in Thai under “War is Replacement” is vaa1iw khatta:thap (a

temporary replacement of military forces).

The fourth main theme is “WAR IS WEAPONRY.” In this theme, the
conceptual metaphor of war is compared to weaponry. The words used as metaphors in

Thai under “War is Weaponry” are nszqu kra?sun (a bullet) and a1 daap (a sword).

The fifth main theme is “WAR IS VERBAL ACTIVITIES.” In this theme, the
conceptual metaphor of war is expressed as verbal activities related to war. This theme
is further sub-divided into five different sub-classes. War is Criticism: the words used as

metaphors in Thai under “War is Criticism” are n3a kri:¢ (to cut or graze) and $wwas

chamlce.? (to cut open). War is an Argument: the words used as metaphors in Thai

under “War is an Argument” are aeuId to'p t6. (to fight back) and vzneaisy

patarkharom (a squabble or a noisy quarrel). War is an Announcement: the words used

as metaphors in Thai under “War is an Announcement” are aunaev lanklo.y (an official

declaration of war) and 1gnssau plitkrd?dom (to arouse military forces for fighting).

War is Punishment: the word used as a metaphor in Thai under “War is Punishment” is

iy fan (to fight with sword in war). War is Command: the word used as a metaphor in

Thai under “War is Command” is 1/gy31m13 bancha.ka.n (to command military troops).

The sixth theme is “WAR IS PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES.” In main theme, the
metaphor of war is expressed as physical activities related to war. This theme is further
sub-divided into three different sub-classes. War is Fighting: the words used as

metaphors in Thai under “War is Fighting” are §5v sii.7ép (to fight or to battle), deg

torsi. (to fight or to battle), aaw tha?lom (to attack with weapons or to bombard), and ge
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luj (to attack with offensive and aggressive action). War is Mobilization: the word used

as a metaphor in Thai under “War is Mobilization™ is indenmwa khlzanphon (to mobilize a

military troop or an army from its base to a battlefield). War is Occupation: the word

used as a metaphor in Thai under “War is Occupation” is @ j#t (to occupy or to take

possession of forcefully).

The seventh theme is “WAR IS OUTCOME.” In this theme, the conceptual
metaphor of war is expressed using the outcome of war. This theme further is sub-

divided into three different sub-classes. War is Pain: the words used as metaphors in

Thai under “War is Pain” are m1aidu batjép (to be wounded or to get hurt in battle or
fighting) and VoUH bopcham (to be in pain or to be bruised from fighting). War is
Defeat: the words used as metaphors in Thai under “War is Defeat” are uif phaé (to lose

or to be defeated by the enemy in battle or war) and aassiw ths.jthdp (to withdraw

troops/forces or an army). War is Conquest: the words used as metaphors in Thai under

“War is Conquest” are o1z chaichana (victory over the enemy in battle) and wgadn,

pha?detsik (to end a war or to subdue an enemy).

Recommendations for Further Study

Conceptual metaphors should be studied in different types of news such as
entertainment news, business news, sports news, and social news because each kind of
news uses different conceptual metaphors. In addition, the conceptual metaphor of war
used to describe political events and situations should be studied also in international
contexts since there are many notable political developments occurring everyday around
the world, for example the upcoming US PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION in 2016.
Accordingly, it would be of considerable interest to study the use of metaphors derived
from the domain of war as used in reporting the news of international political events
and developments and to analyze how war metaphors are used in comparing politics to

war in the media.
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