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GLOSSARY 

A. Marxism The political and economic theories of Karl Marx and 

Friedrich Engels which originally explained the 

differences in classes between capitalists and the working 

class. The theories also led to the formation of the socially 

revolutionary idea called “communism.” 

B. Bourgeoisie This French word originally denoted the wealthy middle 

class during the Middle Ages who were considered as the 

powerful ones according to their ownership of capital. 

This study focuses on the capitalists in the capitalist 

economy. 

C. Proletariat This Latin word used to describe the wage-earners class 

who were considered as inferior since they only take the 

possession of labor power to trade for living. In this study, 

the workers in capitalist economy are focused on. 

D. Semiotics The study of signs is the study on how signs are used or 

interpreted. This study focuses on Charles Sanders 

Peirce’s semiotics. 

E. Representamen Something which is not necessarily material, that 

represents another thing. 

F. Object The meaning that is acquired from the cognition of a sign. 
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G. Interpretant The interpretation process, such as the subsequent 

thoughts of persons, which allows the perceivers of signs 

recognize an object or the meaning of a sign. 

H. Icon A type of sign which directly represents meanings of 

something without the necessity of further interpretation. 

For instance, the shape of heart can directly express the 

idea of a heart. 

I. Index A type of sign which indicates some other meanings 

relating to the appearance of the sign. For example, a 

volcanic-like mound of dirt that gets pushed to the lawn 

surface can indicate that there is a mole living in that area. 

J. Symbol This is a type of sign whose meaning is irrelevant with the 

sign’s appearance. Hence, the conventional meaning of 

this sign type can be acquired from an understanding of 

human regarding to their culture. For instance, the crow 

can be a symbolic sign of evil. 


