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ABSTRACT

The aim of the study is to examine the decision-making process in the negotiations
over Japan-Thailand EPA (JTEPA) from the perspective of Japanese domestic foreign
policy-making. The study conducted documentary research mostly through the analysis

of the minutes of meetings on 5the national diet of Japan, which are notable open sources.

The findings are, firstly, in the beginning period of the negotiations, because of
sensitive agricultural matters including the rice issue, Japan could not mitigate different
stances on the JTEPA between METI (Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry) and
MAFF (Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries). The pace of progress of the

negotiations was very slow and the negotiations reached a stalemate.

Secondly, the bilateral summit meeting was implemented by coincidence in
October of 2004, thus, both leaders: Mr. Koizumi and Dr. Thaksin agreed that rice was
excluded from liberalization. In the summit meeting, Mr. Koizumi exerted genuine
political talent, which means that he employed a top-down style of decision-making.
Furthermore, this agreement as an accomplished fact succeeded in alleviating the tension
among the relevant stakeholders in Japan. Thus, the results of the summit meeting enabled

the negotiations of the JTEPA to move forward.

Thirdly, after this summit meeting, stances of the MAFF on the JTEPA changed
obviously and Japan succeeded in building unification among relevant ministries and
stake holders; therefore, the negotiations progressed very swiftly. During this period,

formal negotiations were held intensively and each negotiation meeting produced



meaningful conclusions. Finally, both countries reached a final substantial conclusion on
the JTEPA in August of 2005.



