Dissertation Title Integrating Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy Concepts
in an English Course to Promote Analytical Thinking

Ability and English Proficiency of Maejo University

Students
Author Mr. Saran Chantalay
Degree Doctor of Philosophy (Curriculum and Instruction)
Advisory Committee Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sirmsree Chaisorn Advisor

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nithida Adipattaranan Co-advisor

Lect. Dr. Nampueng Intanate Co-advisor

ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were: 1) to design an English for Agriculture
course that integrates the Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy concepts with Content-
Based Instruction; 2) to study the analytical thinking ability focusing on the Philosophy
of Sufficiency Economy of Maejo University students; 3) to study the English
proficiency of Maejo University students taking English for Agriculture course designed
by integrating the Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy. The samples in this study were
38 students from the Faculty of Agricultural Production, Maejo University who
registered in GE243, English for Agriculture in the first semester of Academic Year
2016.

Research tools include: 1) 7 lesson plans integrating the concepts of the
Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy with the course of English for Agriculture, totaling
30 hours; 2) The assessment test of understanding in the Philosophy of Sufficiency
Economy; 3) an analytical thinking assessment test; 4) English reading and writing
proficiency tests. Research tools were examined by experts in curriculum and

instruction, English teaching, and the Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy, and also



were tried out with students enrolled in the English for Agriculture in the third semester
of Academic Year 2015 before the implementation in the following semester.

Students were assessed for their understanding in the Philosophy of Sufficiency
Economy, analytical thinking, and reading and writing proficiency before and after the
implementation of the 7 lesson plans. In each lesson plan, analytical thinking, reading
and writing proficiency were also assessed to monitor students’ improvements. The

basic statistics used for data analysis were means, standard deviations and percentage.

The results were as follows:

1. Integrating the Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy with the English for
Agriculture course was satisfactory achieved.

2. Learners had a better understanding of the Philosophy of Sufficiency
Economy and higher analytical thinking scores after they took the 7 learning lessons.
Learners could understand the benefits of three main principles and two conditions to be
used analytically for a variety of situations in daily life.

3. Learners had higher reading and writing English scores after taking learning

lessons integrated with the Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy.
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