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ABSTRACT

Homegarden is a private land around or near to the private house with many plant
species which is managed by their owners. These plants are used mostly for self-
consumption and fulfill other needs of the owners. Homegardens have provided and
fulfilled their owner need with various products from them. This study aimed to
understand the role of homegardens in different ethnicities lived in Chiang Mai
province. Homegardens of seven largest ethnicities: Karen; Thai Yuan; Lisu; Lahu;
Hmong; Lawa; and Yunnan Chinese, were examined for their characteristics and
functions. The homegardens from 15 villages were examined. The used plants in each
homegarden were asked for their usages. Trees were counted to calculate the diversity
indices. The presentations of plants in horizontal zone were recorded. We found that
both ethnicity and location had affected the homegarden characteristics and diversity in
homegardens. For example, Hmong homegardens still had a high richness and
similarity, comparing to other mountainous people. However, Lawa homegardens were
obviously differed from place to place. Other factors that also affected the richness and
diversity in homegardens included the elevation which negatively affected; the distance
from urban center which increased the number species of selling plant, the age of the
village which positively affected the richness in homegardens, and the size of
homegardens which positively related to the number of species found in homegardens.

In most homegardens, regardless of the place they are or the ethnicity always had the



high evenness of woody species. This indicated that the trees in homegardens were
carefully selected by their owners because of the limitation of the spaces. No relation of
similarity between plant found in homegardens and distance between the villages was
observed. However there was the relation between the similarity and the proportion of
homegardens horizontal zone was observed. The frequency of plants found in yard,
homegarden boundaries were less varied among the studied ethnicity however the
proportion of pot in homegardens were differed from place to place which seem to
related with the ethnicity. Despite the different of the species found and characteristics,
the functions of the homegardens among the ethnic groups were still remained as
providing the food for their owners. Beside fulfilling the physical need, homegardens
also fulfilled the mental need to the homegardeners as witness by the high proportion of
ornamental (environmental plants) species in most homegardens. The most important
characteristics of homegardens are the diversity among them. This diversity is
important to conserve the diversity of plant in both species and genetic levels.
Moreover, it is the important place conserving the ethnobotanical knowledge of each

ethnicity.



