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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to study the problems caused by the deep political divisions that currently
exist in Thai society, and the conflicts they are causing, and in particular the division between

the ‘yellow shirt’ and ‘red shirt’ political groups. Regardless, the major argument is the

division conflicts between the yellow shirts and the red shirts cannot be fully comprehended

simply by contrasting between two political ideologies: conservative royal-nationalism and

liberal democracy.

The problem of Thai political conflicts highlighted the contestation of meanings of politics,
democracy and justice shaped by the cultural emotions among the yellow shirt and red shirt

supporters, as a reflection of complexities and underlying conflicts within Thai society. Also,

it showed the disintegration of the Thai political meaning and legitimacy of a Thai political

order based on a moral community.

This contestation of meanings examined through the differences of cultural force of
emotions, which refers to the intense feelings formed by experience of cultural learning

within the context of the subject’s position. This cultural force of emotion is linked to the
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diversification of social backgrounds in experiences, perceptions, emotions and classes of
the yellow shirt and red shirt supporters from different capital cities of Thai regions including

Chiang Mai, Udon Thani, Bangkok and Hat Yai district in Songkla.

This cultural force of emotions is very much closely linked to a moral community, as the

basis of Thai social and political order as well as the Thai cultural identity.

The interrelationship between morality and emotions supported the belief in charismatic

legitimacy of many Thais. Therefore, another argument is emotion not only motivate human

action, but also help to maintain the social and political order in society.

The research method draws on the phenomenology of politics of everyday life. This approach
focuses on an interpretation of experiential meaning and perception, which contributes to the
constitution of meaning in the social and political realities of social actors within their

particular context and position.

As aresult, the diversity of thought, belief, emotions and values of social actors showed the
underlying causes of conflicts within the seemingly binary conflicts between the yellow

shirts and red shirts. The main problem faced by Thailand is the gap in understanding that

exists between the yellow shirt and red shirt groups in terms of their emotions and feelings,
the actions and meanings of politics and values they have applied, those which are highly

dynamic given the current contexts of Thai modern state and society.
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