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ABSTRACT

This thesis concerned with a group of Karenni refugees living in a Ban Mai Nai Soi

Camp (BMN) of Mae Hong Son Province and their space of identity which created
through rituals and practices of the three communal events. The research studied the
three communal events, namely, Karenni National Day (KND), Dee Ku and Kay Htoe
Boe annual ritual festivals, and examined their relations to the space of identity. The
ethnographic fieldwork was conducted in a period of six months. This research also

explored how Karenni refugees sought to maintain the continuity of three communal

events.

The research suggested a new aspect in the study of refugee’s emplacement experiences
and connects refugee studies to broader concepts in social sciences. The study applied

the concept of space of identity, agency, and community as a process to analyze how
Karenni refugees continually engaged as active actors in creating their space of

identities and community through the three communal events.

This research found that: 1) despite the confinement circumstance, where Karenni

refugees were not recognized by neither hosting country nor the country of origin,



Karenni refugees continually create two spaces of identities. First, Karenni Nationalist

identity was created through celebration of KND event which had been invented by

Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP). Second, the ethnic identity was also created
through the two annual ritual festivals of Dee Ku and Kay Htoe Boe. In articulating

sense of belonging, Karenni refugees worked hard to maintain their familiar traditional
practice in two annual ritual festivals by recreating sacred symbols, rituals, and dancing

performances which they traditionally practiced in the past.

2) The key community actors referred to as camp committee (CC), the BMN cultural

committee, the KND Committee, and traditional leaders, continually engaged as active
agents in organizing and negotiating for the continuity of the three communal events
which helped Karenni refugees to connect with Karenni communities in various

contexts and the world beyond the camp.

3) Interestingly, not all three communal events constituted to the sense of collective
identity as Karenni, particularly two annual ritual festivals of Dee Ku and Kay Htoe Boe

festival. Rather, the two annual ritual festivals served as a space in which Karenni

sought to recreate a sense of belonging to a religion group or a group that they were part

of it in the past. Perhaps, an explanation would be that the rituals in the Dee Ku and Kay
Htoe Boe Festivals were conducted for the well-being of households and individuals.

Thus, the grand festivals supported by KNPP nationalist sentiment did not constitute to
the sense of collective identity as Karenni or create conscious awareness of Karenni

identity. However, the three communal events clearly brought Karenni refugees from

different ethnic backgrounds to involve, interact, and relatively create a community.
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