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Abstract

The purpéses of this study were to compare the quality
of four types'of cloze tests : Word Blank, Firét Letter Cue,
Letter Blanks, and Word Meaning focussing firstly on test
difficulty, discrimination powexr, reliability, validity and
standgrd error of measurement; Secondly, it wasjto deterﬁine
tﬂe tyﬁe of the cloze tests which was the most suitable for

testing English reading abiiity of Mathayomsuksa 4 students.

The samples were 400 Mathayomsuksa 4 students of the
Ministry.of Educational school in Lampoon in the second
semester, 1986. They were randomiy divided into four groups
~in order to equdfe their levels of English reading ability.

The number of each group was 100 students.
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The instruments used to collgct data includad'four
-types'éf cloze tesfs : 1. Word Blank ( wB ), 2. First
Letter Cue ( FL ), 3. Letter Blanks ( LB ), 4. Word
Meaning ( WM }, and the Multiple~Chioce Test.(.MC )
'constructéd from different passages of cloze test with
a stem and four gifen options.in each item., All of the

tests were constructed by the researéher.

The data were collected by adminisﬁering four types
of cloze ﬁesté; WB, FL, LB ana WM to four groups qf students,
Each group took a different type of cloze test randomly
within f£ifty minutes. Then the multiple-choice test for
readgng.comprehension was given to all groups of students
ne#t period after the cloze tests were done within the same

amount of time.
The findings are as follow :

‘1, The difficulty, discrimination power, reliability,
and'validity of fbur types of cloze tests were not
significantly different. The results showed that four
types of cloze tests-warg suitable for testing English
reading comprehension, However, the standard error of
measurement of the First Letter Cue ( FL ) was the highest,

and the Woird Meaning ( WM ) was the lowest.
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2., The Word Biank ( WB ) and the Letter Blanks
{ WB ) were the most suitable for testing students of
high a.bilitf in reading. The First Letter Cue ( FL )@
and the Word Meaning { WM ) ;were the most suitable for
testing students with average ang:l 16# levels of reading

ability.



