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Abstract

This study investigated characteristics of people participation
in community development, lefels of participation and factors which
influenced people in community development. This study used sbrué—
tured and unstructured interviews for obteining deta in one rural
village : Maitakian Village, Takianpom Sub-district, Thung Hua Chang
Branch District, Lamphun Province. .The target subjects were ke& members
who participated in development sctivities and obher villagers who did
not participate in any activities.

The findings indicasted that:

1, Cheracteristics of people participation in development

activities were as follows: a) direct participation in any project or



activity of which, ifs nature was to Solvq 8 village problems where
people mutually thought of; b) indirect participation in en official
project or activity introduced from outside a community, it was
evaluated by people that they had litbtle control asnd g decisioﬁ mak ing
power; ¢) lastly, it was éharacterised by a 'participation which
conzlasted of & core and periphery orgsnizstions which people took turn
to think and took actions in accordance with a particular problem: A
direct partiqipation WasS musbly practiced in an activity which was
created inside 8 community and an indirect one was concerning outside
development agencies including sn official one. The most active
participation was practiced through a work of periphery organizations
in the interest of a village.

2, The level of people perbicipation was amphatica{ly focusesd
in every steps if an activity for particular project was created in
solving wvillage ‘problems, where people coﬁld control and make' a
decisions The participstion was less only in a certaiﬁ lgvel if an

“activity was generated from ouﬁside and people felt that they could not
control-and make a decision., .

3+ Factors which had thé impact on the community development wers
in terms of economic, political, cultural and social +that affected
characteristics of a particular projcet or activity. Obviously, social
snd cultural factors wers the most influsncial factors in people

participation.




