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This qualitative research aimed at studying the situations
of narcotic drug sbuses, community context, family and social
iearning process affecting Akha tribal viilagers. It =also
focused on finding the most suitable measures to ease
narcotic ahbuses within the case study village. The researcher

selected =a Thai Akha hilltribe wvillage adjacent +to the



Thai-Burmese border. The main reason to select this village was
based upon an increasing number of drug addicts after =a
series of mnarcotic Suﬁpress1on programmes of the Thal Government
had beenn implemented in +the nearby areas. 14, was therefore
interesting to study how the Akha villagers in that community
conducted their social learning process that affected mnarcotic
ahuses among their people.

Data collections were conducted within ] year and 3 months
by +the application of =a participatory observation, informal
interviewing and documentary survey. The sources of information
were mainly concerned with narcotic addictions and social
learning process. The collected data were then . analysed and
processed inte a number of categories for further analytical
descriptive report.

The findings of this research were that the social learning
process affectiing the narcotic abuses of the Akha villagers
derived from the inter—-personnal communications among the
villgers both within their village and between . different
villages. The people involved in such abuses were found among
their relatives and other outsiders, particularly those who
were involved in mnarcotic production and 4trafficking. The
community environment and village leader involvement were also
another significant factor relating to such learning process.
Additionally, the villaders bagan involved in +the abusing

procedures by starting working with the narcotic production line



as labourers, guards, trial consumers, and then transporting
and selling staff. Narcotic consumption was normally found ‘in
the “village traditional festivals that appeared to involve
people into narcotic and alcohal abuses. Associations among peer
groups within the That territory and across the border to Burma
in that business were alsc reported. Mo addiction was reported
among the peer groups working in the market place because of
lacking of available time to associate wiﬁb the addicts.
However, the social learning sources of that casé study village
appeared to be an informal situation. 1+ should be noted that
before +the Royal Initiated Development Project was introduced
in 1997, +there had been no report of any governmental and
private agdency mission within that particular area.

In sum, the learning process of the Akha viliagers in that
village was informalily conducted mainly through verbal
communications as they do mnot have +their own written script.
That, process was relevant to their nature o f 1earniné and
existing illiteracy situation. Peer group was found as the most
influential learning source of narcotic abuses. lLegal and social
control was found inactive as the social sbructure and institutes

appeared Lo be quite weak within the community.



