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) ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to examine the
"Functions" of Kamnan and village headmen in the relationship
between the National/local politicians and the people.

Data are collected from 120 Kamnan and village headmen, 3
Members of ~ Parliament, 24 Provinéial Councillors, 60 local
government and 400 people of Lamphun province.

The findings are as follows :

1. The "Functions" of Kamnan and village headmen are to
serve as a linkage between the national/local politicians and the
people.

2. The relationship is characterized by mutual interests

according to the concept of patron-client,. While Kamnan and



village headmen rely upon the resources from politicians for
their local community development, the latter’s popularity among
the people depends on the former’s cooperation.

3. This patron-client relationship affects the political
behavior of the people in the following manners : the lack of
interest in monitoring the politicians’ work, the lack of
knowledge  about the politicians’ role, and the lack of

conciousness in the voting.



