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Abstract

This is the effort to determine the utility of carcincembryonic
(CEA) antigen determination in bronchoveclar lavage (BAL) fluid to
distinguish pulmonary tuberculosis from peripheral malignant lesions
in patients undergoing bronchoscopy. +the CEA in lavage fluid that was
standardized by using albumin in the same fluid were analyzed from 83
cases who underwent. bronchoscopy, 18 cases were inflammation, 29 cases
were peripheral carcinoma and 38 cases were pulmonary tuberculosis.
The CEA/albumin level in peripheral lung carcinoma was significantly
higher than that in tuberculosis group (234.217 + 158.444 ng/mg VS
34.750 4 38.959 ng/mg : p < .01). With a cutting point at 145 ng/mg,
the sensitivity and specificity were 79.6 % and 96 % respectively.
CEA determination in BAL is not sénsitivity but its high specificity
may serve as an added diagnostic tool in differentiating peripheral

lung carcinoma from pulmonary tuberculosis.



