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Abstract

The objective of this study about utilization of Health
card project under Thai-German Cooperation during January -
December 1993 is to find out the wvisiting rate for medical
services, both out-patient and in-patient; the relations toward
different factors, as well as the medical charge concerned. Data
was collected from existing data at all health facilities involved.
The sample size was a total of 7852 out-patient visits and 296
in-patient visits. The results of study were as foliowed.

The average visits to out-patient medical services for
those hold individual health card is 1.60 per card, as compared to
2.84 visits per card of those with family card, a difference with

statistical significance. But for in-patient services, the average



visiting rate were 1.01 and 1.05 per jndividual and family card.
respectively. As for each member of the cards, the visiting rate
to out-patient services if individual card member is 1.60, same
as visits per member of family card. Whereas, the visiting rate
to in-patient services also show siwmilar pattern of 1.01 and 1.03
visits per member respectively.

Factors which accounted for diff erence in outpatient
visits of both cards were agegroup, sex and type of diseases. But
for in-patient visits there were only two foctors involved, sex
and agegroup. The rule of visits to provincial hospital was mainly
througsh the referal system. But for district hospitals, most of
visits came directly.

Regarding medical charge, factors influenced the charge
for out-patients service were type of health facilities, rule of
visit, type of card, type of diseases, sex and age. Under which
the estimated medical charge can be predicted at the confidence
level of 43 %. Mean which, factors related to in-patient service
charge were age, type of health facilities, rule of visit and
admission time. With these factors, thé estimated in-patient

service charge can be predicted at the conf idence level of 28 *.




