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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study the using of
community  resources for Prathom Suksa 5-8 Life Experiences
instructional activities, to compare the use of resources in urban and
rural schools in the aspects of strategies, quantity of using, time,
and activities before and after use, and to study the problenms,
difficulties, and needs relating to the using of community resources.
The samples were 290 randomly sampled teachers who taught Life
Experiences subjects. Data were collected by using questionnaires,
analyzed in terms of frequency, percentage, means, standard deviations
and Ocz test and presented in the form of tables and description. The
results were as follows.

Prathom Suksa 5 teachers in urban and rural schools were not

significantly different in using community resources for Unit 1-12.



But Pathom Suksa 6 teachers in urban and rural schools were found to
be sisnificantly different in two aspects (p < .05). When experts on
"Plants" were invited to teach students, Prathom Suksa 6 urban school
t.eachers let their students work in small groups more than rural school
teachers. But in utilizing documents and equipments for "Communication"
topics, they let the students work in whole-class activities more.

For almost every unit, most teachers invited community experts
to teacher students in classes or in schools as a whole. Only few
teachers, however, invited experts to teach their students in Unit 7
{Space and Universe) and Unit 9 (Communication and Transportation).
Besides, most teachers required their students to go out inte the
communities to inquire about particular information for almost all
units. Most teachers took students on field trips in Sub-Unit 2
(Plants), Sub-Unit 2 (Animals), Unit 2 (Home 1life), Unit 3 (The things
Surrounding Us) Unit 4 (The Thai Nation) and Unit 5 (Occupations).
The places frequently used were crop {ields, plantations, animal
farms, school surroundings, and local national museums. The materials
teachers used for teaching aids were samples of soil, rocks, minerals
and wood in Unit 3 ; I.D. cards, tax forms, and art and cultural
inventions in Unit 4 ;5 and postal materials and forms in Unit 3.
Moreover, almost all teachers encouraged their students to talke parts
in local festivals, religious activities, art and cultural activities
and public services. The students participated in these activities
throuch both small groups and whole classes. From the averaged

percentages, it could be concluded that teachers mostly used event



activities and community resources materials respectively. Experts
were used by few teachers in each unit. Both urban and rual school
teachers used the community resources i.e. experts, places, materials,
and event activities, during Life Experiences subjects periods.
The teachers followed the appropriate steps of using community

resources which were planning, preparing students and the resources

before use and evaluating the activities after use.

The teachers faced the problems concerning students’® expenses,
time, knowledse about local resocurces. They indicated their needs of
slides, videos, programmed lessons, guidebooks for community resources
usage, transportations, budget, public relations, and in-service

training in using of community resources.



