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Abstract

This study is a case study on the adjustment of a semi-urban
semi-rural community in northern Thailand with regards to production.
beliefs. and family and community relationships. Conditions and
fectors involved in the three-pronged adjustment are also taken into
account. The researcher collected data throngh documentary review as
well as actual fieldwork. Data-collecting techniques included personal
conversation. informal interviews. participant and non-participant
observation. Collected data was verified. analyzed, and presented in a

descriptive and explanatory mammer.

Important findings are as fqllows 3

Regarding production, the community had lost a large amount of
land to the rich land developers. thus resulting in reduced
agricultural production. The community members therefore adjusted by
venturing out to town to work as labourers or in the service sector.

Those who remained in the community as farmers shifted to growing such




cash crops as sova beans. shallots and garlic.

With fegards to the community’s adjustment on beliefs. it waé
found that production-related beiiefs and rites decreased in
proportion to land loss. A number of rites and rituals were no longer
in practice as they were not relevant to the people’s new way of life.
Some of the rites and rituals were still being practiced but the
underlving beliefs or concepts were overlooked and were no longer
transmitfed to the new generation. nor were thev even mentioned in the

community.

As far as familv and community relationships are concerned..
the community became more urbanized. Community members were
working outside the home and the community. Family telationships
decreased. Community relationships were shallow and superficial, even
formalized. Communify groups and organizations were mostly established
by external agencies, and became formal establishments,. with less

genuine communiiyv participation.

The researcher found that factors and conditions causing the
above-mentioned adjustments inciuded both external and internal ones.
Factors and conditions external to the community were economic growth
based on industrial development., free trade. and growth in the
service sector. All these led to urban expansion which resulied in
land loss in communities close to the city. and lured community
members to go work in the city as labourers. Thus it became necessary
to adopt a different lifestvie. This in turns impacted on the internal
factors and conditions : community organizations and leaders could no
longer preserve a strong sense of community relationshibs among the
community members, so they had to adapt themselves and assumed a role

that was much less sipnificant than in the past.




