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Abstract

The main objectives of this research are to learn about the
problems and obstacles of hill tribes lowland resettlement project ,
along with the ad&antage and disadvantage effects in the operation of
forced migration policy té Hmong hill tribe in Pong District of Payao
Province. In addition , this study wants to evaluate the result of
the project that whether it can prevent the hill tribes from their
normandic habits in relocating and shifting cultivation. The
evaluation of the forced migration policy is assesed by using data
concerning the nature of new field for agriculture the satisfaction of
resettlement , the willing to remove and the assimilation between the

hill tribes and lowland people as indicators.




Data and information are gathered from field interviews. The
interviewed samples are members of Hmong hill tribe who have been
foreed to migsrate from highland to lowland since B.E. 2526

The technique of random sampling is used in tabulating the
Hmong population of 910 persons into 6 categories of ages from both
sexes which is 19.01 % of the whole population.

The sample size is 200 , but the mmber of the retrieved
questionaires is 173 which is 86.5 * of those selected by random
sampling of 19.01 % of the whole Hmong population. By using chi-
square test and simﬁle percentage technique , the study’s findings_can
be summarized as féllow:

| 1. The forced relocation of hill tribes to lowland
settleﬁents cannot control most of them to cultivate only in the
govermnent’s allocation of crop land because they cannot accomodate
themselves in lowland enviromments. Moreover , they tend to move back
to hishland and continue their cultivation as before.

2. Economic factors are £he main reasons why hill tribes are
reluctant to settle in lowland. The obstacles are:

Firstly , hill tribes , when live in lowland , are
difficult to maintain-their former socio-economic standard due to low
income.

Secondly , the cost of living in lowland areas is higher
than highland areas which makes life of hill tribes a miserable one
and the government’s allocations of crop land to hill tribes are not

productive in earning a living.




Thirdly , living in lowland areas , the relocated hill
tribes have the problems of assimilation with lowland people. The
problems cause from differences in traditions, attitudes, values
and beliefs.

The study’s recommendations are :

1. The policy of hill tribe relocation should bear the
consideration of what kinds of occupation which the hill tribes can
perform to earn enough income to maintain their socio-~economic
standard of living with high level of confidence.

2. Selecting the sites of relocated hill tribe communities is
the Lkeycondition to the success of the prodect. Planning for the
comminity’s infrastructures and other basic factors must be provided
inorder to encourage future community developments.

3. The Thai goverment should facilitate the naturally
assimilation process between hill tribes and lowland people in the
future by implementing the policy of integration from the very

beginning of relocation project.



