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Abstract

This thesis aimed to study : (1) concepts and policies of the
Goverment, in educational opportunity expansion according to the seventh
educational, religious and educational plan (BE.2535-2539); (2)concepts
understandings and needs of the people within the communities concerned
with the educational opportunity expansion ; and (3) the comparative
analysis of those concepts and policies of the Government and those of
the communities.

This study was conducted though a documentary analysis,
interviews with high ranking executive offcers in education, in-depth
interviews with 86 target people in Sun-ton-meu subdistrict and also
participant and non-participant observations. The research instrument

composed of a format for documentary analysis, field notes, and



unonstructed interviewing format. The data gathered was distributed
and catagorized after a completion of their final examination, then
analysed and interpreted. The finding of this research may be
summarized as follows.

The Government provided an educational opportunity expansion
for the children who completed year 6 of the primary education to
further their study in the lower secondary educational level. Based on
the Fifth Educational Development Plan (BE. 2525-2529), the government
aimed to distribute the educational equality as widely as possible to
cover a greater number of taget population, and to establish more
sécondary schools 1in remote rural areas. Additionally, this study
found that the Seventh National Educational Development Plan (BE.2534-
2539) endorsed this matter as its main policy to accelerate the
expansion of lower secondary education by both formal and nonformal
education systems as the foundation of basic education for the
educational opportunity equality.

In terms of quantity, the high ranking officers from the 4
main ministries agreed with the people from better economic strata
and higher educational qualifications. The two groups shared a similar
idea that the educational opportunity expansion was a good and
necessary policy. However, the people with poorer economic conditions
and lower educational qualifications dsagreed with the above mentioned

policy as they still wanted to wuse child labour on their farms.



For the purposes of human resource development, this study
found that the Government did not endorse the educational opportunity
expansion as its related policy. However, the high ranking
administrators and a number of departmental organizations tried +to
encourage people to understand the usefulness of this educational
activity. The community also wanted the Goverment to provide education
on an equal basis.

The findings of +this study indicated that there was a
correlation between the government policy and the opinions of high
ranking administraters in the educational opportunity expansion issue.
That correlation emphasized that the expansion would help solve
child labour problem. However, the community members still wanted to
maintain the use of the their childen’s labor on their farms.

This study found that, in the past, the educational opportunity
expansion had limited budget, qualified personal, publications and
inter-agency cooperations. Furthermore, most of the pupils’guardians
were still poor and the schools’ curriculum did not relatively respond

to the local needs.



