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Abstract

This study is a participatory action research which
focuses on utilizing an education-and-community-development
process to deter migration among northern rural ‘women. The
researcher and the villagers worked together to explore the
causes of and factors affecting migration among rural women,
conceptual potentials of the community’'s people and
organizations, and community resources available for solving the
migration problem. The researcher and the villagers collaborated
in planning and managing education and community development
activities in the attempt to solve the said .migr*ation problemn,
with assistance from a development worker who was based in the

community.

Data collection for this study consisted of fieldwork,
key informant interviews, observation and recording of community
events, organizing education and development activities with the
community, as well as working with the community in drawing
lessons learned, evaluating, and solving problems that emerged
during the research process. Data verification and data analysis
were conducted on a periodical basis throughout the data

collection process, i.e. data were collected, verified,




categorized, systematized, connected, interpreted, and
synthesized.

Research findings show that factors affecting migration
among rural women were economic and occupational factors,
education factors, social and cultural factors. In addition,
news and information pouring into the community through the mass
media also served as catalysts influencing more migration among

WOmeTr.

With regards to studying the community’s potentials in
solving the problem of women’s migration, it was found that the
community already had a certain level of potentials and readiness
including human resources, community leaders, community
organizations, physical and environmental resources. As the
comnunity was strengthened, all these ccntributed significantly
to create various factors enabling women to become confident of

living in the community.

Utilizing the education-and-community-development
process, it was found that the process produced a number of
impacts on the community and its women. Villagers learned the
concept of self-reliance. The community became self-sustained
economically. Community members, particularly young women,
adopted positive attitudes towards education, and participated
more in both formal and non—formal education activities. Women
developed positive attitudes towards themselves. The community
accepted women’s roles and contribution more than in the past;
the most obvious example was that the leader of the housewives’
group was elected to be the village head. Most importantly,
community members developed new attitudes towards occupations;
they now realized that having an occupation was not about earning
income alone, but was also related to the development of the

community's quality of life in other areas as well.




